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1836 — Geneseo’s 125th ‘Anniversary TE 1961 


Geneseo, Illinois 
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(formerly John and Geo. B. Dedrick & Co.) 


CONGRATULATES GENESEO 
ON 125 YEARS of PROGRESS 
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To Grow With and Serve 


Geneseo For Another 96 Years 
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GENESEO 
“Locally Owned and Operated’” 


GENESEO TELEPHONE CO. 


Serving The People of Geneseo anid The Surrounding Area 


Preface 


It is with grateful appreciation that the editors of this booklet acknowledge 
the historians of the past, who painstakingly “set the record straight,” so 
to speak. 

As this is compiled to be a souvenir booklet, we could not hope to cover and 
include all the historical events to date. We cannot name all the individuals 
who have been outstanding in their service to this community. 

We have used freely the work of historian Ella Hume Taylor, a grand- 
daughter of Roderick and Clarissa Dresser Stewart, members of the original 
colony. Her daughter, Mrs. Louise Taylor White, lives in Geneseo and was 
historical editor of the Centennial History. 

We owe thanks to all the people who did research for the organizations. 
Gratitude is also due to the many people who gave us their time in inter- 
views and for other necessary information. 

Below is a list of books read to give us more undertanding. They are avail- 
able at the Public Library to those of you who would like to delve deeper 
into the history of Geneseo. Newspaper records of the Geneseo Republic, 
too, have been of invaluable service. 


“Geneseo Centennial History, 1836-1936” 


“The History of Henry County, Illinois” ............ H. F. Kett & Co. Publishers 
Priiseory OleHenrys COUNT WEL INCITS 202.....tsyseteedeecsctos Henry L. Kiner, Author 
erlistonic Henry County, ©...2:c.:...-. Reprints of articles by George Swank 
“Portrait and Biographical ALOU c:.:..ssceecensscstecticsncscosne’ Chapman Brothers 
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The staff for this booklet was composed of James H. Terry, chairman; Mrs. 


Robert Koop, editor; and Clarence Disterhoft, advertising. 


The Land Was Ours 


Geneseo’s Prairie Heritage 


1836 — Geneseo’s 125th Anniversary — 1961 


Roderick R. Stewart / Clarissa Dresser Stewart 


Strength and courage are seen in the faces of Mr. and Mrs. Roderick R. Stewart, one of the seven 
families who formed the original wagon train of settlers who established Geneseo in 1836. They 
are the great grandparents of Mrs. James White who is still living in Geneseo. 


Those early settlers endured the hardships, the fears and the uncertainties of a raw frontier. It 
was their faith in God and their vision of the future that helped them to overcome the obstacles 
that confronted them. 


= 


The land was theirs to take and to hold through their work and their vision. Our beloved Geneseo 
is the prairie heritage which they have bequeathed to us. The land-was theirs and today the land 
is ours. Our frontiers are different and more complex, but our lesson from them can give us the 
vision and strength to build a greater Geneseo. 
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It is to those early pioneers that this book is respectfully and eis dedicated. 


Early Settlers 


EARLY SETTLERS COME TO GENESEO 


Geneseo is an Indian name signifying “pleasant 
valley”. The early history began in 1836 when 
several Congregationalist families living near 
Geneseo and Bergen in upstate New York sent an 
exploration party into Illinois. R. R. Stewart, J. 
C. Ward and C. K. Bartlett were members of this 
committee. 

In Chicago, then a town of less than 3,000, they 
were advised to look over a,piece of land just 
outside the northern boundary of the Military 
Tract, (Land appropriated as bounties to the 
non-commissioned officers and men who volun- 
teered their services in the war of 1812.) When 
they arrived they met Major James M. Allan, 
and with his valuable assistance they were able 
to enter and select a 40-acre site for the new 
Colony. — 
The land they selected had water supply, groves 
of trees and fertile soil. The town plan reflected 
the colony’s religious intent. A portion was set 
aside for a cemetery, a block for the school and 
the church, “The beautiful public square and 
gospel lot”. They paid $1.25 an acre for this land. 
The committee returned to New York. Their re- 
port was enthusiastically received, and five fami- 
lies decided to migrate West. They were the fami- 
lies of Roderick R. Stewart, Cromwell K. Bart- 
lett, William C. Bartlett, Elisha Cone and Reu- 
ben Cone, 38 persons in all. On September 19. 
they began their long journey, in four covered 
wagons and a carriage. 

It was a wet and stormy fall. At one time it took 
them six days to travel seven miles through 
mud. Some of the women and children were left 
at Princeton until cabins could be built in Gene- 
seo. 

The Bartlett families went on ahead. Thus Mrs. 
Cromwell Bartlett was the first white woman to set 
foot in Geneseo and her daughter, Martha, born 
in 1837 was the first white child born in the 
village. They lived in a tent and moved into 
their cabin, which was finished on Christmas Eve, 
1836. (The approximate site is at the junction of 
State Street and Oakwood Avenue on Route 82 
and is marked with a historical boulder.) The 
second cabin was built for Culver Bartlett. 


The first cabin in town was built for Elisha Cone 
on the southeast corner of what is now Center 
and Main Streets. The second house on the town 
platt was R. R. Stewart’s. (It is now the site of 
the First Luthern Church.) He later ran the first 
hotel. Reuben Cone built his cabin on the north- 
west corner of Center and Main, 

The town limits were North and South Streets 
with Spring Street on the east and Vail Street 
on the west. John C. Ward built the first frame 
house in 1837 and opened the first store. 


The first doctor in Geneseo was Dr. Enos 
Pomeroy. The first wedding was that of Major 
James M. Allan to Susannah Stewart, March 6, 
1839. 

Geneseo’s first post office was maintained in a 
section of the original hotel. Postmaster was Major 
James M. Allan. Mail at first was carried on horse- 
back and later by stagecoach. The receiver had 
to pay 25 cents per letter posted. 

The first corn was planted in the spring. Distance 
from the market kept prices down so that it 
sold for only ten or twelve cents a bushel. Pork 


sold for $1.50 per hundred and cows for $10 or 
$12 each, 

The first schoolteacher was Miss Susannah Ste- 
wart. The first school in 1837 was strictly a pleas- 
ant weather structure, built of poles laid three 
foot high. Each corner of the 18 foot square, 
had high poles that sustained the roof, which 
was merely wagon covers, Religious services were 
held here that first summer. 
The first business section of Geneseo was on three 
sides of the park excluding the north side. It later 
was concentrated on Mechanic Street (now 
South Center street). The Congregational Church 
was on the North Side. 

The women had to spin and weave as most all 
clothes were made by hand, The men helped each 
other to build and then began to ply their trades. 
Social affairs were not neglected. In those days, 
the teakettle was always on. Travelers were wel- 
come, as they brought news, There were horse- 
back parties to call on neighbors, songfests and 
spelling bees. 

Most of the colonists were anti-slavery, and the 
runaway slaves were soon finding a haven in 
Geneseo. The Elisha Cone home (now 729 S. State) 
was one of the underground stations. Many- of 
the early colonists had a hand in taking the 
slaves safely to the next station at Lyndon, Prince- 
ton or Dixon. 


IRON HORSE BRINGS FANTASTIC 
PROGRESS IN 1854 


The railroads were completed through the county 
in 1854. Freed from its isolation, Geneseo began 
to feel the effects of sizeable immigrations of 
people. Population soared from 200 to 500! The 
chugging trains opened wide new vistas of busi- 
ness and opportunity which had previously known 
only horse and wagon contact with the east. 

The rails brought prosperity, and Geneseo be- 
gan to “grow-up’. It became a marketing cen- 
ter, and farmers funneled their produce into Gen- 
eseo, obtaining “‘Chicago prices” for their wares. 
The early leaders of the county worked with zeal 
to connect the rails from Chicago to the Mississippi. 
Raising money had been difficult. New towns 
sprung up along the tracks. 

One hundred new buildings, half industrial and 
commercial, were erected in 1854, In rapid se- 
quence came two carriage factories, a brick fac- 
tory, several blacksmith and woodworking shops, 
and lumber and flour mills. 

At this time, the business district moved from 
around the public square to State Street. The 
railroad gradually drew the center of trade and 
business towards the depot. 

Henry County Agricultural Society was organized 
in February, 1853. The Manual Labor High School 
was incorporated as the Geneseo Seminary in 
1853. 

Loss of crops and operating on borrowed funds 
at high interest caused the Panic of 1857. Follow- 
ing this depression a gold rush was calling pros- 
pectors west. “Pikes Peak or Bust” was the motto 
in 1858. A Davenport paper states “A train of 
six wagons from Geneseo nearly depleted the 
bread supply of a general store in Davenport”, 
Roads were built, Section 1, Article 11 of the ori- 
ginal charter stated that every able-bodied male 
resident, more than 21 and not more than 50 


years of age, must spend four days each year 


working on Geneseo streets, if the city council 
said so, or forfeit $1.50 for every day he refused to 
work. 

A brand new political party, the Republicans, 
ran their first presidential candidate in 1856, 
General John C. Fremont. He was defeated. But 
in 1860 Abraham Lincoln won the election. Be- 
cause of the anti-slavery feeling on the part of 
Geneseo’s pioneers, a great many of them were 
drawn to this party. . 


CIVIL WAR PERIOD 

After the fall of Fort Sumter, Geneseo contri- 
buted its share to the Union cause. A total of 
315 men from this area joined the 112th Illinois 
Volunteers, (There is a granite monument of a 
Civil War soldier in the city park.) 

The tragic news of President Lincoln’s death on 
April 14, 1865, stunned the world. School let out 
in Geneseo, and children wore mourning, 

By the end of the Civil War, 3,000 people lived 
in Geneseo. A decade of prosperity, financial 
panic and war had ended. 

In 1880 the waterworks began operation. The 
population reached 3,518, a peak not exceeded 
until 1930. May 20, 1886, unprecedented floods 
of Rock River. Flooding condition continued for 
8 months, 


GENIUS MAKES LIFE EASIER 

IN THE GAY NINETIES 

The telephone was no longer a novelty. Elec- 
tricity arrived. (In 1890, the city granted a ten- 
year franchise to Geneseo Electric Light Co, a 
local firm, which later became the property of 
the Illinois Northern Utilities.) 

People had more time for leisure. It was the cus- 
tom to call on people and leave cards, Choir 
groups formed, and musicals were entertainment. 
Bicycling was the rage. 

The history of Geneseo in the Spanish-American 
war is largely that of Company B, Sixth Illinois 
Infantry, United States Volunteers. Company B 
was mobilized on April 26, 1898, under Captain 
John W. Rieg, who had sixty-three men under his 
command at Geneseo, They participated in the 
Santiago de Cuba campaign. 


TWENTIETH CENTURY BEGINS 

A canning factory was established in 1904. The 
opening was a celebrated affair. There was a great 
parade in which the business men participated. 


Hennepin canal, dream of Major James M. Allan, 


opened in 1907. The coming of the automobile and 
the construction of all weather roads did not 
stimulate an effect like that produced by the 
railroad, but they did bring about internal changes, 
Blacksmith shops, harness shops and livery stables 
were gradually replaced by garages and gas 
stations. (In 1911, Overland cars ranged in price 
from $775 to $1675 with selective or planitory 
transmission.) 

The Machine Gun Company of the old 6th Iili- 
nois Infantry, National Guard, located in Gene- 
seo at the armory building was called into ser- 
vice before formal declaration of war in 1918. 
It became the Trench Morter Battery of the 58th 
Field Artillery Brigade, of the 33rd Division and 
made a fine record on the battlefields of France. 
Others from Geneseo served in the 33rd Division; 
the 123rd Regiment of Field Artillery of that 
Division was commanded by Col. Charles G., 
Davis, of Geneseo, throughout the war. 

The post-war period brought unbounded pros- 
perity to the country. Automobiles, movies and 
radio brought about change in social and moral 
problems, Extra-curricular activity program was 
introduced to keep the youth interested and busy. 
Athletics, public speaking and dramatic clubs be- 
came organized. 


RECOVERY FROM THE DEPRESSION 

By 1936, the area was bouncing back from the 
depths of the Depression. Geneseo did not feel the 
full impact of the Depression as experienced by 
other towns. Geneseo banks did not fail. The great- 
est celebration ever attempted in this community 
began August 22. There were balls, historic exhibits 
and an historial pageant with more than 500 people 
in the cast. (“Geneseo Centennial History’ was 
published at that time and is available at the Public 
Library.) All weather records were shattered by 
the lack of rainfall and the intensity of heat during 
that summer 


POPULATION AND HOUSING 


Geneseo has experienced steady population gains 
since 1930. U.S. Census Bureau figures are: 1930— 
3,406; 1940—3,824; 1950—4,325; 1960—5,129. This 
growth is due to the number of sales representatives 
who have found Geneseo a good place to live, 
workers from the Quad-City area, retired farmers 
and “commuting farmers.” 

In 1939 the busiest boom in building in recent his- 
tory was reported. Twenty-six homes had been built 
in eighteen months. Another period of building in- 
activity was felt during World War II and the 
Korean War. Shortages were felt everywhere, and 
housing was no exception. It was difficult to find a 
place to rent. 

Geneseo sprang to life again when a total of 329 
permits to build new houses were issued beginning 
in 1949 to September, 1959. 

Geneseo began to spill out of its legal boundaries 
with the trend to housing developments such as the 
48 home sites in the Lohman Addition. By late 1959 
ten new subdivisions had been laid out and two 
other subdivisions were annexed, making a total of 
about 168 building lots available. 

The population growth has generated new purchas- 
ing power and a fuller use of commercial and muni- 
cipal facilities. Their homes add to the city and 
county tax base. The attractiveness of the city in 
general, an excellent school system and churches 
of many denominations make Geneseo a very in- 
viting place to live. 


HOME FRONT DURING THE WAR YEARS 


“Goodbye Dear, Ill be back in a year’ were the 
words of a popular song after the Selective Service 
Act of 1940 was put into effect. (It was the first 
conscription law ever enacted while the United 
States was at peace.) 

On Sunday December 7, 1941, Miss Irene Anderson, 
a missionary just back from Japan, had given a 
talk at the Grace Evangelical Church in the morn- 
ing. The Symphony was playing over the radio in 
the afternoon. The program was interrupted with 
the electrifying news of the Jap’s sneak attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

Men left in big groups and little groups for induc- 
tion into the army. The young men from Geneseo 
were soon scattered all .over the world. 

Ensign John Cady Lough, descendent of one of Gen- 
eseo’s pioneer families was the first casualty of 
World War II. 

Farmers pushing for peak production were hard hit 
by the manpower shortage. Machinery and parts 
were unavailable. 

Business men who were ready to retire kept going. 
Women went to work in all kinds of jobs. Red Cross 
stepped up its activities, and the busy fingers of 
hundreds of women spent hours rolling bandages 
and making comfort kits. 

Those were the years of the rationing blues . 


_red meat tokens .. . “A” gasoline books .. . sugar 
“stamps... ceiling prices ... brownouts ... giant 


rallies for scrap metal and rubber. Geneseo led 
Henry County in six War Bond drives. Geneseo 
went all for the war effort. 
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V-E Day was observed on May 8, 1945. Schools 
closed. The fire whistle blew five minutes. Later 
quite atmosphere prevailed. Many churches held 
services. $420 was collected for a Victory Celebra- 
tion which was held at the LeClaire Hotel when the 
soldiers returned. Again in August 1945 the city 
had several impromptu celebrations on State Street 
before the official news of V-J was released. (In 
1947 The Republic reported there had been 800 men 
from the Geneseo area in the service. There were 
five Gold Star Mothers.) : 

The Korean War beginning in 1950, while not as 
broad in scope, brought more shortages, especially 
in the building field. 


NEW LOOK—OLD STREET 

One of the biggest improvements in down-town 
Geneseo is the new marquees that give the two- 
block business district a fresh appearance that 
compares favorably with much newer shopping 
centers. Supported by decorative iron posts and 
lighted by neon fixtures, the canopy represents an 
unusual venture in volunteer face-lifting. It serves 
a double purpose. It not only protects the shoppers 
from the weather elements, but it also brings a 
conformity to the business area which improves its 
looks a hundred fold. 

After the war a great many men retired from busi- 
ness. Younger men stepped into businesses or part- 
nerships. For a period of five years a great percent- 
age of businesses changed hands. In 1947, the 
Chamber of Commerce was reorganized to stimulate 
business. 

New life, new ideas, more modern stores with a 
greater selection of merchandise and merchandising 
methods have all combined to give Geneseo’s dollar 
volume of retail sales an increase in the past fifteen 
years. Broader advertising and better roads have 
increased the trading area. The Chamber of Com- 
merce reported in a special census in 1956 that the 
city’s trading area covers a 300 square mile area, 
which has a population of about 10,000 persons. 
Three newly created parking lots and the addition 
of parking meters have added to customer con- 
venience. Attractive lighting and window displays 
look inviting to shoppers. 

Three businesses who have remained in the same 
family for the longest period of time are: Hanford 
Insurance Company (106) years), Campbell’s De- 
partment Store (formerly George B. Dedrick & Co., 
96 years), Becker’s Plumbing & Heating (73 years). 
In 1856 the first number of the Geneseo Republic 
was published by I. S. Hyatt. It has been issued 
continuously since that time. Built in 1877, the Gen- 
eseo Hotel has served as a hostelry almost eighty- 
four years. Its new dining room “The Cellar” is one 
of the finest eating places within miles. The work 
of local artists hang on its walls and draws much 
interest. 

To show the change in twenty-five years of the 
business section of State Street from the Railroad 
tracks to First Street, there are only fourteen busi- 
nesses that have remained in the same location 
under the same name or the same family. (Camp- 
bell’s Department Store, Beachler Shop, Taube 
Market, A & P, Farber & Larimer, Hanford Insur- 
ance, Caras’ Palace Cafe, Geneseo Hotel, Central 
Trust & Savings Bank, Art DePauw Barber Shop, 
Geneseo Cigar Store, Geneseo Theatre, Friendly 
Tavern, Northern Illinois Gas & Electric Co.) 
Business of Geneseo has expanded in other direc- 
tions. There are two new motels on highway six. 
Two bowling allies provide amusement. One bowl- 
ing alley new in the last year, has a snack bar and 
cocktail lounge. The Farmers National Bank has a 
new building. The Republic has been remodeled 
with new presses installed. Ray’s Super Valu and 
Andrew’s Jack and Jill stores provide the latest in 
super markets with ample parking available. There 


are four new professional buildings. Several new 
gas stations have been built. Geneseo is also an 
automobile sales center. All show confidence in 
Geneseo’s commercial future. 


GENESEO LITERALLY ROOTED IN THE SOIL 

The city of Geneseo is directly dependent. on the 
economic welfare of the farmers. One reason is that 
Geneseo’s population is largely composed of retired 
farmers, many of whom are owners of tracts of 
land in the area. Geneseo’s main industry is highly 
specialized, mostly hybrid seed corn and fertilizer. 
A great many salesmen of farm machinery and 
farm products also live in Geneseo. 

Just as Geneseo’s banks weathered the depression, 
so did the farmer. There was a substanial increase 
in grain and livestock prices in 1936 due principally 
to the drouth and grasshopper infestation. (On July 
31, 1986 J. J: Guild and Son were paying $1.00% 
for No. 2 shelled corn, 40c for No. 2 oats, 80c for 
No. 2 rye and $1.01 for No. 2 hard wheat) 


GONE—THE MAN WITH THE HOE 

Then in the early forties when things were begin- 
ning to look better for the farmer, World War II 
began. The value of high farm production was evi- 
dent, but there was a lack of manpower and 
materials. The end of the war brought a new trend 
to farming—mechanization! 

The greatly advanced efficiency of farming was due 
to the rubber-tired tractgr, the corn combine-har- 
vester, the pickup baler, better bred seeds and 
livestock, increased fertilization. 


The blacksmith shop is gone. Now there are many 


' farm equipment stores. Hybrid seed corn is in 


general use. This offers summer work to the youth 
of Geneseo who assist in corn detasseling. 

Geneseo is second or third in the State and the 
largest concentration point in the county for stocker 
and feeder cattle. The attendance at the weekly 
livestock auctions at the Geneseo Sale Barn on 
Saturdays show Geneseo as a farm trade center. 
The Henry County Baby Beef Show and Sale, 
sponsored by the Geneseo Chamber of Commerce 
every Fall, has proved highly successful bringing in 
youngsters from all over the county. 

Henry County is called the “Hog Center of the 
World” and the Geneseo area follows close to first 
in hog fattening and sales. 

Closely allied are the trucking companies that haul 
livestock from this area. Town people can usually 
tell when the prices are up in Chicago by the sound 
of the trucks rumbling by on the highways at night. 
In 1936, one in every four Americans was a farm 
dweller. Today the farm population is less than 9 
percent of our population. However, our fewer 
farmers produce larger surpluses. 

The professions are well represented here. There 
are now six lawyers, six doctors of medicine, five 
dentists and 3 veterinarians in practice in Geneseo. 
As we enter the Space Age our days of pioneering 
have not ended. Geneseo always has been and al- 
ways will be a progessive community. 


—Republic Engraving 


Geneseo At the Turn of the Century 


The face of the community is continually changing, as may be witnessed by the above picture. 
At the extreme left is the Geneseo library at about 1900. At the extreme right is the present 
building occupied by Dr. John Adams. The building in the center is the present office of Shaw 
and Chamberlain. These are the only buildings now standing. At the time of the above picture 
they were: library; Watkins Dry Goods; Thomas restaurant, later Woodruff restaurant; Shaw & 
Crawford law office; Cole shoe shop, later Parsons Millinery (Now Shaw & Chamberlain); Pic- 
ture framing shop; John Lambert gun shop; Variety store; Emery & Haskell dress shop, later 
residence of C. E. Ellis, then Scott & Peterson’s Flower shop and now Dr. Adam’s office. 


< —Republic Engraving 


Geneseo’s Canning Factory 


Once a thriving industry, the old Geneseo canning -factory was located on the property now 
occupied by Hulting Seed Company’s main plant. It went out of existence in about 1940. 
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“You Expect More From 


STANDARD—And You Get It” 


BOB'S STANDARD 
SERVICE 


Robert “Bob” Sheets—Owner 


Corner of State & Exchange Geneseo 


Ce ———— 86 


@ Washing © Greasing @ Lubrication 


@ ATLAS Tires and Batteries 
@ Motor Tune-Up & Brake Service 


~— 


@ Road Service 


HILLCREST LANES 


Henry County’s 


“RECREATION CENTER” 
Congratulates Geneseo 
On Its’ 125th Anniversary 


@® 12 LANES with AMF Automatic 
Pinspotters 


@ COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
@ LUNCH ROOM 
@ LARGE PARKING AREA 


Junction of Rt. 6-82 South Edge of Geneseo, 


Enjoy Your Spare Time During 
The Anniversary Celebration 


- MAPLE DROME 


Owned & Operated by 
Len, Denny & Ferne Lindell 


FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE .... 
Open Bowling Daily—July 1-4 
Mrem 1:30 p.m. “Til ?? 


AIR CONDITIONED—SOUND PROOF 


EBONITE Balls, Bags, Shoes and 
Accessories 


Ebonite Guarantees The Ball... 
We Guarantee The Fit 


ROUTE 82 NORTH EDGE GENESEO 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Geneseo 


On Your 125th Anniversary 


Geneseo, Illinois 


“The Friendly Family Store” 


State Street 
in 1912 
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—Republic Engraving 


The above picture is a view of State street looking North in 1912. Cook & Wood’s sign is on the 
right. It was one of five large Dry Goods Stores in business at that time. Only Dedrick & Com- 
pany (Now Campbell’s Department Store) is still in existence. Cook and Wood occupied the 
building which is now owned by Don Klavohn for Klavohn Furniture. 


The Old 
Red Mill 


—Republic Engraving 


This is the building owned at one time by Clawson & McGinty, built in the 1860’s. It was later 
known as The Red Mill and was destroyed by fire-in 1895. It stood on the site of the present 
buildings where Guild Appliance Building and Coast-to-Coast stores are located. 
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Northern Illinois Gas 


on your 


125th Anniversary! 


—Republic Engraving 


This is a view of Geneseo looking northwest from the Geneseo 
standpipe in 1905. Note the spire of the Methodist church in the 
left of the picture. 


—Republic Engraving 


This is a photograph of State street looking north from the corner 
of State and Pearl, at the corner of the Congregational church, 
taken in 1860. At the left is the.north edge of the church before 
the addition was built. 
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Bill Lewis, Ken Firch, Bill Shannon, Lawrence Powell, Gene Keag, Mgr. 


Co-operative Gas & Oil Co., Inc. 


Gasoline—Kerosene—Fuel Oils—Diesel Fuel 
Lubricants—Paints—Weed and Brush Killers 
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Geneseo 
Governmental History 


by Joseph L. Shaw 


After the burning of the court house in Richmond, 
Geneseo is referred to interchangeably as the 
“Town of Geneseo” and the “Village of Geneseo”. 
However, no incorporated town or village was in 
existence at that time, and no record can be found 
of any incorporation until the first charter was 
granted by the legislators on February 14, 1855. The 
population which had grown slowly, was about 200 
in pa as estimated by Merritt Munson, writing in 
1865. 

With the coming of the railroad in 1854, a very 
rapid growth began, and the need was soon felt for 
the machinery of local government. The charter 
of 1855 is very similar to the present charter. It did 
not give to the town trustees quite so wide a range 
of powers as is now entrusted to the City Council. 
Geneseo began its official career with constitutional 
prohibition. The charter gave the municipal 
authorities no power to license nor regulate, but only 
power to suppress and prohibit. During that period 
as much legislation was adopted by the trustees 
aimed at the suppression of the liquor traffic as on 
all other subjects combined. Finally, on February 
16, 1863, the State legislature adopted an amend- 
ment to the charter, giving the trustees power to 
regulate, as well as suppress, the sale of liquor. 
They soon made use of this authority by the 
adoption of an ordinance providing for the granting 
of licenses. 

Another matter which caused the trustees no little 
worry was the running at large of domestic animals. 
Many ordindnces were adopted forbidding the 
owners of such animals to allow them to wander 
freely. 

On February 16, 1865, the legislature granted 
Geneseo its present city charter. This remained the 
organic law of the city, except insofar as it has 
been modified by general laws which specifically 
applied to special charter cities as well as to those 
organized under the general laws of the state. 

In 1872, the city council adopted ARTICLE IX of 
the general law for the incorporation of cities and 
villages. Article IX, with its subsequent amend- 
ments, provides the complete machinery for the 
making of local improvements and requiring the 
property specially benefited by such improvements 
to pay for them. 


For many years Geneseo’s sewer system had grown 
in a haphazard way. Storm waters and sewage 
were discharging their contents into Geneseo Creek, 
much to the annoyance and irritation of the dwel- 
lers along the watercourse below the sewer outlets. 
A complete system of sewerage, using a system of 
interceptors and a sedimentation tank, was com- 
pleted in 1923, at a cost of $175,931. It was stated 
in the Centennial History that, ‘““Geneseo’s sewer 
problem was thus definitely solved for all time”. 

This statements was something less than an accurate 
appraisal of the situation. The growth of the city, 
the increased quantities of storm water going into 
our combined system of sewers from more roofs 
and more improved streets, as well as advances 
made in the treatment of sewage, made our plant 
obsolete. An up-to-date treatment plant was in- 
stalled in 1957-1958. The treatment of the new plant 


is so complete that the the effluence from it, as it 
empties into Geneseo creek, is supposed to have 
a purifying effect on the waters of that stream. 
The waterworks was established in 1879-80. Prior 
to that time the citizens had depended on their own 
wells for their water supply. The first city deep 
well was sunk under the city hall. Later, an artesian 
well, 2,250 feet in depth, was drilled just east of 
here. A great celebration marked the “unveiling” 
of that well. Governor Oglesby made the principal 
address, and the Geneseo Glee Club sang Henry L. 
Kiner’s song: 

“Then drink artesian every man 

And every blooming daughter, 

Come old and young with bucket and can, 

For Maple City water.” 
However, it as soon found that the water was 
unfit for cooking; it rusted out the water mains, 
and the supply was failing. 
At this time wells were sunk at what was known 
as “Johnny Smith’s Pasture’. We are still deriving 
our city water from the gravel beds which underlie 
the area north of town, but as the demand for 
water has increased with the growth of the city, 
exploration of that gravel bed has produced addi- 
tional sources of supply from it. Because the wells 
contain a great quantity of iron, it is believed nec- 
essary to install treatment facilities. An additional 
water tower is also considered desirable. While this 
is being written, a hot campaign is in progress in 
which the main issue is the further development of 
the water works system, with an accompanying 
increase in rates. Regardless of the outcome of this 
election, an adequate water supply and proper 
distribution of it will, in the long run, be insisted 
upon by the people, and will be provided by the 
council. 
In 1890, the city granted a ten-year franchise to 
the Geneseo Electric Light Company. Later the 
company became the property of the Illinois North- 
ern Utilities Company. In 1916, the city voted to 
build a municipal plant. Litigation prevented its 
erection, and a further extension of the franchise 
to the Illinois Northern Utilities Company was 
granted. The city again voted to generate and 
distribute electrical energy, and a complete system 
was built in 1933. Legal efforts to make it the only 
supplier of our electrical needs were unsuccessful. 
In 1936. the city was still served by two systems. 
Although the franchise of the I.N.U. had expired 
and a decree ousting the company from Geneseo 
had been rendered by the Circuit Court of Henry 
County, that decree had been reversed by the 
Illinois Supreme Court. 
In 1937, the city commenced a proceeding before the 
Illinois Commerce Commission to oust the utility 
company. After eight years of continuous litigation 
in which every step was stubbornly contested, the 
field was left to the municipal plant. 
Since the plant has served the entire community, 
that fact, added to the growth of the city, and the 
increased use of electricity has caused its business 
to increase at a rapid rate, about 10% a year. This 
has made necessary the addition of two new engines 
of greatly increased productive capacity, and a third 
will be added this year: The assets of the plant will 
amount to approximately $2,000,000 before deduc- 
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Serving Geneseo Since 1925 
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BUILDING & REMODELING 
CONTRACTORS 


AL KRAUSE & SON 


Phone 4319—2859 Geneseo 


3 GENERATIONS 


Serving Geneseo For 50 Years 


Poreirtame "F.C." Krause (1911) 


Alfred “Al Krause (1933) 


-. James “Jim’’ Krause (1954) 


tions for depreciation. 

In 1941 the city, with funds furnished by the 
municipal plant, purchased from the First National 
Bank, the building now occupied by all the city 
offices, including the police department. It has 
provided the city with a much needed headquarters 
for its growing business. 

In 1948 a comprehensive zoning ordinance was 
adopted. A more recent ordinance calling for a 
planning board has added to the care that must be 
used in laying out new additions and in the super- 
vision of the use of land for building purposes. 
Many useful improvements have been made within 
the last twenty-five years. The unpaved streets 
have been put in excellent condition by the use of 
oil, blacktop, and gravel. Street lighting has been 
improved, and a fine new system of street lights has 
been installed in the business district. The police 
department has been enlarged and provided with a 
police car. Property has been purchased for a new 
fire station to be located on the southwest corner of 
Oakwood avenue and Second street. 

Revenue from parking meters, sales taxes, the 
municipal plant, and the city’s share of motor fuel 
taxes has increased to such an extent that it now 
amounts to almost double the revenue from tax- 
ation. The city clerk’s report for the fiscal year of 
1958-59 shows the city received from real and 
personal property taxes $57,000.00, and from these 
other sources $106,000.00. The city is providing more 
and better services, but has more money to provide 
them with. ~ 

As was pointed out in the Centennial History, we 
still take our local politics seriously. A city admin- 
istration will go along for an average of six to eight 
years with little or no opposition. Then there will 
be a political upheaval, and a new administration 
will take over. During the past half century the 
writer of this chapter has had a pretty good 
opportunity, as city attorney for twenty-four years 
and as an interested observer for the rest of the 
time, to watch the operations of our city councils, 
and he has become strongly convinced that, by and 
large, these councils, both mayors and aldermen, 
have been composed of men sincerely devoted to the 
welfare of the city. They have given us the best they 
had, and the city has pvrofited from their services. 
MAYORS OF GENESEO FOR PAST 25 YEARS 
AND YEAR OF ELECTION— 


1936, Louis Rohweder: 1937, Frank Reighard: 1941, 
George Rohweder; 1944, P. R. Deane; 1946, George 
Rohweder; 1949, Dr. A. W. Wellstein; 1953, Dr. P. J. 
Doering; 1961, Merton Whitted. 


ALDERMEN SERVING THE CITY OF GENESEO 
FOR THE PAST TWENTY FIVE YEARS— 


Fred Felske, 1932 to 1940 and 1943 to 1949; Harley 
Polson, 1936 to 1942; Alden Smith, 1934 to 1940; 
Edward C. Swanson, 1936 to 1940; Perry Sand, 1929 
to 1939; Howard E. Rieger, 1937 to 1941; Charles B. 
Gritman, 1935 to 1939; Arthur J. Lager, 1927 to 
1939; Walton W. Kay, 1939 to 1943 and 1946 to 1948; 
Emil C. Salzmann, 1939 to 1943; Otto Miller, 1939 
to 1945; H. A. Gernant, 1940 to 1944; Royce H. 
Atwood, 1940 to 1942; John O. Dahlen, 1940 to 1946; 
Ed Meier, 1941 to 1949; Carl Winefordner, 1942 to 
1948; William S. Armstrong, 1942 to 1944; Gilbert 
J. Morrissey, 1943 to 1953; S. R. Borkgren, 1944 to 
1946; A. J. Vandemore, 1944 to 1954; R. Wayne 
Whited, 1945 to 1949; Herbert Miller, 1946 to 1950; 
Glenn Carlson, 1948 to 1950; Roy A. Klavine, 1948 
to 1960; George D. Furstenau 1949 to 1951; Walter 
E. Kewley, 1949 to 1953; A. W. Blackford, 1949 to 
1953; Melvin J. Wiltamuth, 1950 to 1954; Virgil L. 
Peel, 1950 to 1952; James N. Gregory, 1951 to 1953; 
Arthur G. Sieben, 1952 to 1954; Roy Ruxton, 1953 to 
1959; Raymond Achterhof, 1953 to 1957; Horace 
Adams, 1953 to ; Kenneth Hutchinson, 1953 to 
1959; C. Bernard Benson, 1954 to 1956; Vincent 


Mock, 1954 to ; Frank G. Ward, 1954 to 1960; 
Alfred Krantz, 1956 to +; Emil Klingler Jr., 
1957 to 1961; Carl Peterson, 1959 to 1961; Paul 
Blumenstein, 1959 to ; Merton Whitted, 1960 
to ; Forest Messer, 1960 to ~~~; Calvin 
Paxton, 1961 to ; William Griggs Sr., 1961 
to ; Kenneth Holke, 1961 to ; Charles 
Kasnick) 296) sto 

CIT Ys CLERK 

Charles C. Hanford, 1936 to 1941. 

Myrtle J. Bessant, 1941 to the present time. 

CITY ATTORNEY 

Joseph L. Shaw, Edward J. Stone, 

Ogden H. Chamberlain. 

Editors Note: 

The controversy between the City and the Utility 
Company was in many ways the “big story” of the 
history of Geneseo’s last 25 years. It dominated city 
politics over a ten-year period, and was fought over 
coffee cups and across back-yard fences as well as 
in the courts. 

The editors feel that they should point out that Mr. 
Shaw has characteristically understated the very 
important part which he played during the long 
battle. While guiding the case through seemingly 
interminable hearings before the Illinois Commerce 
Commission and the courts, he acted as a balance 
wheel between zealots on one side who sincerely 
believed that the city should unconditionally sur- 
render and those on the other side who advocated 
chopping down the utility poles. 

The “Geneseo Case” is now widely cited as a land- 
mark decision establishing important municipal 
rights. The success of the city in winning out over 
formidable legal talent employed by the Utility 
Company, as well as in holding to a straight course 
despite continuous political pressures, was in no 
small part due to the knowledge, skill and determi- 
nation of Joseph Shaw. 


Historical Highlights 
of Henry County 


During the 1830’s, the westward surge of settlers 
reached Illinois. Politically, it was a State within 
the Union, but still an area of trappers with a few 
scattered farms along the main river valleys. Gen- 
erally, this movement was for economic reasons. 
Government land at that time sold for $1.25 an acre. 
Although most of the newcomers were looking for 
farmlands,. or came for land. speculation, some 
groups came to establish communities whose mem- 
pers had other common interests beyond that of 
economic gain. 

Henry county was born of the missionary spirit. It 
attracted colonies whose members wanted to found 
Christian communities and establish educational 
institutions. Six colonies were established at And- 
over, Wethersfield, Geneseo, Morristown, La Grange 
and Bishop Hill came a little later. These colonies 
began their existance around the same time. 

But first came Dayton. George Brandenburg was an 
early settler. He laid out the town, and for a long 
time his home was the whole of Dayton. There was 
a great amount of travel to the land office at Dixon, 
and his house was situated near Rock River at an 
important cross road. He opened his home to 
travelers and it became known as “Brandenburg 
Tavern” (not the beer kind). 


FIRST COUNTY SEAT 

The population had increased by steady immigration 
until it was felt that several hundreds of residents 
had a right to their own county government. By an 


Captain A. Lincoln’s Troop followed Black Hawk 
beyond Dixon’s Ferry, and then... 


. . . four years later, on June 14, 1836, Roderick R. 
Stewart, Cromwell K. Bartlett and John C. Ward 
stomped the mud off their boots on the porch of the 
Government Land Office in Galena, and registered 
their purchase of ‘Section 21, where the town was 
located, 400 acres of Section 28 on the south, and 
tracts on six other locations.” Price: $1.25 an acre. 


The passage of time has dimmed the bitter hardships, 
the years of shattering labor, the memory of the fevers 
and agues that beset Genesco’s early settlers. Geneseo 
has become, in truth, what its Indian name means: 
“a pleasant valley.”” We are proud to be identified as 
a corporate citizen of this historic community ... and 
hope to make a laudable contribution to its future. 


act approved on June 19th, 1837, Henry county was 
organized and commissioners were appointed to 
locate the county seat. This event took place at 
Brandenburg’s Tavern. 

Major James M. Allan was elected county clerk; 
Joshua Harper, recorder of deeds: Robert Mc- 
Culloug, sheriff, and John P. Hanna, Joshua Brown- 
ing and Ithamar Pillsbury as county commissioners. 
There is an historic marker north of the Henry 
County Convalescent Home (route 82) marking the 
site of Richmond, first seat of Justice of Henry 
county. This spot was chosen by Major Allan be- 
cause it was near the geographical center of the 
county. The courthouse and a hotel were built. In 
1839 a fire burned both to the ground, leaving only 
the stable. Court was in session at this time. There 
is a story that one of the prisoners who aided the 
fire fighters, rescued a chest that held the evidence 
that later convicted him. Major James M. Allan 
related that after the fire, “the grand jury had the 
use of the hay stack for their deliberation; while 
the petit jury had a straw pile for their accommoda- 
tions”. 

Following the burning of the county seat of Rich- 
mond, a few sessions of court were held in Geneseo 
in a corner of the log cabin hotel, which was built in 
1837, by R. R. Stewart. Later it was located, very 
unwisely, in a corner of the county which was called 
Morristown. This proved a great distance for much 
of the county people to travel. “Sugar Tree Grove”, 
later known as Cambridge, became the location of 
the county seat on February 21, 1843. 


COLONIES ESTABLISHED 


Morristown, near Green River, was founded by a 
group of New Yorkers who had visions of a town 
rising in the West. Today it is entirely rural. 

Andover has the distinction of building the first 
mill. Customers came 75 miles, glad to find a mill 
so near. The first permanent settlement was in June, 
1835, when Rev. Pillsbury, Slaughter, and Pike 
came as a committee of the New York Association 
to locate lands for a colony. They were Presbyte- 
rians. Today it is famous as the home of the ‘“‘mother 
church of the Augustana Synod”. Jenny Lind, “‘the 
Swedish Nightingale’, gave $1,500 towards the 
construction of the Swedish Lutheran Church. 


In 1836 Rev. Ithamar Pillsbury chose the land 
which became Wethersfield Colony. The earliest 
school was taught by Parmelia Stewart, who later 
became the wife of Dr. Stephan Hume. The first 
recorded marriage in the county was that of Louis 
Hurd and Caroline W. Little, on August 22, 1837, at 
Wethersfield. 


The Glenn farm, first in Henry County (1835), lies 
south of highway 6 and five miles east of the air- 
port. Here, too, is the first cemetery called Glenn- 
wood. Here, a wooden plow turned the first furrow. 


INDIAN HISTORY 


Northern Illinois redskins, including Chief Black 
Hawk, followed their trails on foot or horseback 
over Henry county. They followed the trails of the 
great Bison herds that earlier roamed the country 
in search of food, water and salt licks. Today there 
are bronze plaques on roadside boulders designating 
the approximate location of the three major routes, 
the Rock River trail, the Great Sauk trail and 
the Saukenuk-Peoria trail. 

In 1832, Chief Black Hawk and his Sac Warriors 
followed the Rock River trail in the northern part 
of the county to Dixon’s Ferry during the Black 
Hawk war. On May 10, 1832, General Whiteside’s 
Brigade of Illinois Mounted Volunteers, including 
Captain Abraham Lincoln and his Company, 
marched in pursuit of the Indians. 

These historic trail markers were erected due to the 
efforts of Henry county women’s clubs. Mrs. C. S. 


Young, of Geneseo’s Columbian Club was 15th 
district Indian Welfare chairman at this time. Judge 
Charles G. Davis, of Geneseo, had made an ex- 
haustive study of Indian trails in the county and 
recommended the locations. La Grange, in Western 
and Osco townships, was among the earliest 
colonies. In 1838, it was planned along the same 
lines as the colonies of Morristown, Andover and 
Wethersfield with a group of easterners backing 
the venture. Later it became the town of Orion. 
Like most of the colonies, land was purchased in 
in vast amounts. Towns were planned on paper. 
But the settlers failed to come in the great numbers 
that had been anticipated. 


Bishop Hill colony, founded by Eric Janson and 
Jonas Olson, has the most romantic of histories. 
One thousand one hundred ten Swedish religious 
dissenters left their homeland and organized on 
communistic lines. The colony at one time had prop- 
erty worth a million dollars. Dissolution and the end 
of the venture came in 1862. They first lived in dug- 
out caves and later built the “big-brick” which has 
been referred to as the first apartment house in 
the United States. All worked together and ate 
together in common dining rooms. 


The old colony bakery and brewery are still stand- 
ing. Hanging on the walls of the colony church are’ 
the portraits of the early colonists done by Olof 
Krans. For a century Bishop Hill has been a fertile 
source of. material to writers and artists. It has been 
designated as a State Park. Today the past pre- 
dominates over the present. 


RAILROADS BRING PEOPLE 


Annawan and Atkinson township settled slowly. The 
Rock Island railroad brought in many people who 
built the towns. Annawan was laid out in 1853 by 
Charles Atkinson, and Atkinson, by the same man in 
1858. South of Atkinson is the beautiful Shabbona 
Grove, where “Shabbona, Friend of the White Man, 
nobiest of savages,” had his summer resort. Belgians 
and Hollanders settled here bringing their exciting, 
national rolle bolle game. Much of the farm land 
between Atkinson and Annawan has been strip 
mined since 1929 by the Midland Electric Coal 
Corporation. Conservation has covered much of the 
waste land with new trees today. The lakes created 
by the mines are famous for fishing and recreation. 
North of Atkinson is the one-time Allerton ranch 
of several thousand acres where H. H. Haaff began 
dehorning cattle in 1885, after one of his ranch 
hands had been attacked by one of the animals. 
Near Hooppole, the Amish-Mennonites have farmed 
in recent years. 
Kewanee, whose Indian name is “prairie chicken”, 
was settled in 1854, when the railroad was built 
thru this section. Its factories make Kewanee the 
industrial center of-the county and the most pop- 
ulated. 

Galva, too, began with the railroads in 1853. Coal 
mining was a major industry here at one time. It 
is also noted for its creamery started in 1895. 
Woodhull was laid out in 1857 by Maxwell Wood- 
hull of New York City. It was long noted for its 
grain and stock trade. 

Alpha (1872), too, has its grain elevators and its 
recreational center-Crescent Lake. 

Henry county is thirty miles square, except for 
that portion cut off by Rock River. Its geographic 
make-up is diversified. The southern townships are 
broad, flat acres, and rich, rolling fields of the 
Edwards River valley. The northern section has 
sand hills. There are mountainous, scarred strip 
mines, and the deep hills and valleys that must have 


“reminded the Swedish people of their homeland. 


The unbroken prairie land of 125 years ago is now 
rich farm land. Miles of corn, hay, hog and cattle 
land! The landscape_is dotted with the steel corn 
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Congratulations to Geneseo 


On Its 125th Anniversary 


storage bins that remind us that we are part of the 
country’s ‘“breadbasket ’. 


It took courage for settlers who were all fresh to 
each other and fresh to the land to see their future 
in the virgin land. These men, without courage, 
would never have been able to own a square foot 
of earth. 


THE COUNTY MODERNIZES 


The county has developed from prairie grass and ox 
carts to an age of hybrid seed corn and rubber tired 
tractors. From rutted dirt trails and bridgeless 
streams we have progressed to a network of high- 
ways. This year farm lands are being cut through 
to make way for a network of highways and 
complicated turnpikes that will link us even closer 
to metropolitan areas and cross country travel. 
(Still, in the spring of the years, after heavy snow 
and March rains, we find travel difficult over 
country roads.) 

In 1837, the county commissioners assessed a road 
tax of $1.20 against each taxable quarter section of 
land in the county and the following March leg- 
islated that every ‘able-bodied’ man work on the 
roads five days each year—or pay a fee. 

The railroads started cutting through the county 


in 1854. At that time passenger trains were full. 
Today Geneseo is a flagstop. 

Livery stables and blacksmith shops flourished. To- 
day we are one of the leading automobile selling 
areas. Every farm has its passenger car and its 
trucks. Town families mostly own two cars. Many 
of our Henry County citizens own planes. 


The old Hennepin canal, which went through 
Henry county, was its only water travel way. The 
canal bill was pushed by Major James M. Allan. 
From 1907, it was a picturesque sight to see the 
boats come up the canal. However, it soon proved 
too narrow for modern river boats with their large 
barges. Toady it is designated to become a state 
recreational area. Its banks have always been lined 
with fishermen, family picnickers and swimmers, 
Boats and waterskiers are all part of the summer 
scene. 

The people of the county are mainly dependent on 
the farm because most of the city people are retired 
rural folks. Their livelihood comes from the farm. 
The county fair held in Cambridge each year still 
draws large crowds and business in the towns is 
at a standstill during “fair-time’. In the summer 
months, the news papers report many family 
reunions each week. 


Public Library 


The history of the Geneseo Public Library can be 
traced back to September, 1855, when a group of 
Geneseo residents met and planned the formation 
of a library with reading rooms and ‘a course of 
lectures for the mental development of the com- 
munity.” A governing board was elected, and the 
organization was called ‘“‘The Young Men’s Literary 
Association of Geneseo.’ Money was raised by dues 
and subscription to buy books and magazines. 


Between the years of 1855 and 1881 the library was 
sponsored by the Young Men’s Literary Association, 
the Y.NMLC.A. and the W.C.1.U., in that-order,fand 
had four different homes. Many citizens gave gen- 
erously of their time and money to this project so 
that the growing community could have the cultural 
benefits of a library. About 1880 some of the mem- 
bers felt that the scope of the library was too 
limited, so it was decided to donate all books and 
property to the city if the city would in turn 
establish a library and reading rooms. The council 
agreed to this, and in 1881 a charter was procured 
. and rooms rented above the old First National Bank, 

now occupied by the south half of the Ace Hardware 
store. $800 was appropriated for annual expenses, 
Miss Emma Chapin elected librarian, and Geneseo 
had its first public Jibrary. The shelves contained 
about 1100 volumes at that time. 


In May 1888, the library was changed from a city 
to a township institution, and in October was moved 
to rooms in the Hosford building now occupied by 
the office of Dr. L. N. Wathier. The volumes now 
numbered 4490. The first year in the new quarters 
was marked by valuable gifts from many public- 
spirited citizens. 


In 1898 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hammond gave $10,000 
to the township for the purpose of erecting a build- 
ing suitable for housing the library. The town was 
to provide the site. The present site was purchased 
for $2400, the amount being raised by subscription. 
The present library building was erected. Upon the 
completion of the building they gave $1000 for the 
purchase of furnishings. Their son, John Hammond, 


upon his passing, left the sum of $76,000 in trust, 
the interest of which to be equally divided between 
the library and the Hammond-Henry hospital. 
Geneseo is fortunate that such a family should 
choose to live here and so richly endow it. One 
decendent of the Hammond family, Mrs. Louise 
Taylor White, still lives in Geneseo. 


In its eighty years of existence the library board 
has had only five presidents, testifying to the civic 
loyalty of these men. They were: Major Moderwell 
(1881-1887), the Rev. Mr. M. J. Miller (1887-1920), 
Dr. W. F. Spencer (1920-1951), Mr. George Dedrick 
(1951-1966) and J. D. Darnall, presently serving. 
It is interesting to note that Mr. Dedrick was a 
member of the board when the present building was 
dedicated and continued serving until the time of 
his death in 1960. Another board member, the late 
Judge Charles Davis, provided for the continuing 
yearly addition of non-fiction volumes to the 
shelves. The present board includes: J. D. Darnall, 
president; Arthur Fehlman, secretary; Miss Nell 
Hanna, Ogden Chamberlain, Mrs. Rex Millikin and 
Mrs. Allan Bradley. 


In the eighty years of its existence, our library has 
shown continous growth under the able administra- 
tion of six librarians. They were: Miss Emma Chapin 
(1881-1910), Miss Ella Sawyer (1910-1920), Miss 
Sophia Grant (1920-1928), Miss Martha Morse 
(1928-1930), Mrs. Katherine Arzinger (1930-1948), 
and Mrs. Robert Weisser, now serving. Due to their 
planning and foresight, the library has grown from 
a collection of 1100 books in 1881 to a well-cata- 
logued library of 20,723 volumes in 1961. Upon its 
shelves may be found books written by people who 
have lived in Geneseo and vicinity. The will of the 
late William Stein provides for the periodic addition 
of books pertaining to the protection and care of 
animals. Some sixty periodicals are in constant use. 
During the past year the circulation amounted to 


-43,007 books and magazines. In 1961 there were 


3,044 registered borrowers, attesting to the fact 
that our citizens are really taking advantage of the 
facilities so generously provided. 
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Cc. D. Ford Howard Ford Robert Ford ' Richard Ford 


C.D. Ford & Sons 


GRASS SEEDS—FERTILIZERS—-SEED OATS 
Phone 2640 Geneseo, III. 


THE MOST 
FAMOUS NAME IN CORN 1 Mile East.of Geneseo On Main Street 
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Fire and Police Departments 


An excited voice on the phone, the fire siren howl- 
ing, men running to the fire station—these are the 
same events repeated again and again, but with the 
same electrifying urgency as Geneseo’s Volunteer 
Firemen answer a call. 

Although modern fire fighting has become a highly 
specialized and scientific skill, there were once days 
when Geneseo battled to save its property with wits 
and courage and buckets. Those were the days of 
the prancing, snorting fire horses, and high wheeled 
engines that belched smoke blacker than that of the 
fire it fought. 


Up to 1926 Geneseo depended on men and horses to 
get the hose carts to the scene of the fire. In August 
of 1926 the fire department took delivery of its 
first motorized truck—a Stoughton triple combina- 
tion pumper, purchased by the city for use only 
within the city limits. After a disastrous fire in 1927 
just beyond the boundaries for traveling with the 
new pumper, the Farmer’s Fire Protection Associa- 
tion was formed. By selling memberships in the 
new association enough money was raised to pur- 
chase another truck, a 1927 International hook and 
ladder. Now with two motorized trucks, the city 
allowed the pumper to travel into the country to 
furnish the first organized fire protection service 
to the farming area around Geneseo. The depart- 
ment, soon recognized as a hard working bunch of 
smoke eaters, started the long climb to attaining 
the superior rating that is held today. In 1937 the 
Farmers’ Association added another more modern 
and faster truck to the department—an Interna- 
tional, two stage 500 gpm pumper carrying 300 
gallon of water and more hose. In 1947 the city 
added a new International-Darley Champion pump- 
er carrying 560 gallon of water. This truck made 
possible the retiring of the first truck, the 1926 
Stoughton which had served so faithfully. 


Only ten men with one alternate made up the fire- 
men compliment to this time. Such names as Giebel, 
Hilmer, Tell, Wiedenhoeft, Fisher, Offerle, Sieben, 
Felske, and Hannan will long be remembered as 
civic minded men who gave much to the community 
in the way of helpfulness to their neighbors in time 
of disaster. With the leadership of these men thru 
the years, progress was made and more modern 
methods constantly taught to the younger men 
added to the department. 


In 1951 the fire department, by their own efforts, 
raised enough funds to install an individual home 
alarm system in every fireman’s home. At this same 
time the men started the project of setting up our 
present fire district. Under this system funds could 
be raised thru a small assessment to everyone within 
the boundaries of the district and the department 
could continue its program of modernization. On 
December 16, 1952, this method was approved by 
a large majority vote of the people in our area, and 
the Geneseo Fire Protection District was born. The 
present board of directors, Geo. Klavohn, Dale 
Swanson and Frank DeBrock, were named to office, 
and the district accepted the responsibility of fur- 
nishing fire protection for the area covered on 
April 1st, 1953. At this time the Farmers Fire 
Protection Association was disbanded—carrying 380 
members—and the assets of this group were turned 
over to the new fire district. 

To give the citizens of the district the best fire 
protection possible, the men started to bring the 
equipment up to a level whereby a Class A Rating 
could be attained. An International three stage, 500 
gpm pumper was purchased in 1953. It carries 1000 


gallon of water and is equipped for rural service. 
For more efficient operation, 2 way radio was in- 
stalled. in the equipment in 1954. An International 
1500 gallon tank truck was also purchased in 1954 
to carry additional water to the country fires. 
With the adding of this equipment it was nessessary 
to increase the personnel of the department. To 
meet the requirements of the Inspection Bureau 
the compliment of men was brought up to the pres- 
ent level of 20 regulars and four alternates. In 1955 
thru the efforts of the firemen, funds were again 
raised to purchase a portable electric generator, 
smoke ejector and smoke masks. During the year 
the department realized its goal of many years— 
the Class A rating. 

In 1956 a truck was purchased to replace the old 
1927 Hook & Ladder. This 1927 truck is now owned 
by the firemen and has been restored to original 
condition and is used as an antique parade piece. 
The latest truck to be added was an International, 
three stage pumper, carrying 500 gallon of water, 
usual amount of hose, and a 65-foot aerial ladder. 
This truck is meant mostly for city use. However, it 
would answer alarms to the County Home and any 
mutual aid calls to neighboring cities. 

On March 15, 1961, contracts were signed covering 
the construction of a new six stall fire station. The 
station will house the present equipment and leave 
room for future expansion. This will mark the final 
phase of the major modernization program started 
many years ago and will fulfill the dreams of the 
present firemen, giving them the much needed room 
for equipment and training facilities. 

The following men make up the compliment of the 
Geneseo Fire Department: Charles Blankenfeld, 
Chief: Robert Sheets, Assistant Chief; Paul Vande- 
more, Captain; Vie Orsi, Secretary-Treasurer; Russ 
Kicksey, Del Butzer, Art Kane, Tom Gorman, Bud 
Heartlein, Earl Blubaugh, Otis Kissel, Clyde John- 
son, Fred Johnson, Dale Weber, Jim Sheets, William 
Wright, Dick Engels, John Mortonson, Dick Snow, 
Vernon Beauseigneur, Marvin Toppert and Bill 
Rink. 


Today’s policeman, with a business-like gun and 
holster on his hip, is a far cry from the policeman 
of the old days whose only badge of authority was 
his star and club. He no longer has to walk his beat 
except to check the parking meters. He rides in a 
patrol car that is radio controlled. His job is more 
complex with the growth of the city and the in- 
ereased flow of traffic. One complaint of earlier : 
years “Stop that haw-hawing of the donkey in my 
neighborhood” has beén changed to “Stop those 
dogs from barking.” 

The old jail used from 1888 was behind Campbell’s. 
It was so old that a prisoner once escaped by pull- 
ing out the bricks. The old police station was auc- 
tioned off and removed to make way for a parking 
lot at 116 North State. In 1953 both were moved to 
the remodeled Municipal Building. The new quart- 
ers are modern’ and efficient. The one cell jail has 
two bunks. 


The Police Department has been under Civil Service 
since April 1956. The Pension Plan began in May 
1961. 

‘G. L. Brownell has been Chief of Police since May 
1, 1953. There are six patrolmen and 4 special 
policemen. 
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“Fashion Footwear” 
for 


MEN—WOMEN—CHILDREN 


M & W SHOE STORE 


The Store of Quality Shoes 
@ Velvet Step 
@ Trios 
@ Weatherbird 
@ Westboro 


@ City Club 


Phone 2800 = Geneseo 


LITTLE'S ‘bf SERVICE 


DELUXE CAFE 


Phone 2544 Phone 3091 


“BETWEEN MOTELS” 
Highway 6 East 


Geneseo, Illinois 


Congratulations Geneseo 
On Your 125th Anniversary 


from 


FARMERS MUTUAL 


ELECTRIC CO. 


—R.E. A. Co-op — 


Farmer Owned 
By People Served 
1937 - 196] 


Geneseo, IIlinois 
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Geneseo Senior High School 


Geneseo Schools 


Geneseo’s model educational system was born in a 

canvas-roofed log hut in 1837, less than a year 

following the settlement of the community. 

Early Educational Landmarks and Buildings 

1837 The First School—Organized, and taught 
by Miss Sussanah Stewart. 

1838 Frame Building—Church and School— 
Present site Congregational Church. 

1844-48 Building of the Seminary or Manual Labor 
High School, called the Seminary in 1853. 


1856 The Central School House, the new state 
graded school. (Residence of Mrs. Harry 
E. Brown.) 

1857 The Union Schools of Geneseotnten 


Graded School and Seminary merged 
March 9, 1857 (on April 1, 1858, purchased 
building). 
1866 North Side Building (Old)—4-room brick. 
1871 Addition North Side. 


1871 


(1883 


1883 


1884. 
1884 
1889-90 


1906-07 


1909 
= 2 


1910-11 


The Graduation of the First High School 
Class. 

The Founding of the Northwestern Nor- 
mal. 

Nov. 21 Geneseo Collegiate Institute char- 
tered—Presbyterian Academy. 

Sept. 16, Formal Opening of Institute. 


College Building Northwestern Normal. 


Erection of South Grade Building (Old 
High School). 


Home Economics (Foods and Manual 
Training introduced in Grades one day 
per week at North Side and one day at 
South Side, half day (two classes) in High 
School.) 

Formation of Township High School Dis- 
trict. 

Erection of Township High School-Com- 
mercial work introduced. 
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Portable and Shop 
Equipment 


ANY WELDING PROBLEM... 
ANY PLACE — ANY TIME 


MAELTZER’S 


FRAME & AXLE SERVICE 
Wag g Paci tt Sioaecee ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
24 HOUR WRECKER SERVICE ; 
Floyd Redus - Prop. 


Radiator - Body - Fender - Brake Service 


1913 Agricultural Short Course—Shorthand and 
Typing introduced. 


1917 Present Non-High Schoo] Tuition Law. 
1918 Introduction of Vocational Agriculture. 
1919 Introduction of Vocational Home Econo- 


mics. 

1922 Closing, of "G. C. I.—One of the fewere- 
maining academies in Mid-West. 

1926 Purchase of Athletic Field. 

1931 Feb. 25, voting of erection of addition to 
High School. 

1931-32 Erection of addition to Township High 
School. 


Geneseo’s Public Schools 


The years from 1936 to 1961 have seen a continua- 
tion of growth and progress in the Public School 
System of the Geneseo area. Prior to World War II 
social forces caused no appreciable change in the 
curriculum. Curriculum changes and modifications 
have been made to meet the demand of changes in 
the society. The three greatest factors causing the 
change have been: 
1. World War II. 


2. The present Space Age which we are now 
experiencing. 
3. The Atomic Age with all of its ramifications. 


These three factors coming in the last 20 years have 
created many and varied problems for the educa- 
tional system of Geneseo and the nation. Some of 
the problems arising have been and are very con- 
troversial. A fourth factor increasing population is 
also playing a tremendous role in the educational 
system of Geneseo. Predicted enrollment of 15 years 
ago falls far short of actual enrollments today and 
will possibly be even less accurate in the next ten 
years. 


Following World War II, a change in the philosophy 
of Public School education became evident. Many 
reports of studies relative to public education were 
considered. Many experiments were and are now 
being made to determine the values and needs of 
education to meet the demands of a changing 
society. 

Probably one of the most important early changes 
involved was the formation of Community Unit 
Districts in the State of Illinois. There are many 
advantages to the parents and children as a result 


of this consolidation which over-weigh by far the 


few disadvantages. The Geneseo School System has 
attempted to offer all these advantages to the chil- 
dren of Unit District No. 228, and to provide them 
with the kind of education that will enable them to 
become intelligent, dependable citizens of this great 
and free country. The demands of our present day 
society are being felt by all adults, and the children 
are feeling the pressure of society for more and 
better education. 

The following list shows the milestones of progress 
and achievement in the unification and building 
program: 

1945 State Legislation passed to encourage school 


consolidation. 

1945 County survey committee formed. 

1947 Petitions signed for formulation of Com- 
munity Unit School District. 

1948 Issue passed for formation of Geneseo Com- 


munity Unit by a vote of 549 to 333. Pro- 
posal carried in both the rural ana city 
votes. 

1948 Consolidation of 47 schoo] districts into one 
school district. 


1948 Election of seven (7) man Board of Educa- 
tion for Unit District. 


1949 Official date of existence of Geneseo Com- 
munity Unit District No. 228. 


1954 Building of J. D. Darnall Junior High 
School. 


1956 Building of Addition to Junior High School 
and South Side Cafeteria. 


1960 Building of Howard Elementary School 
Consolidating four one-room rural schools 
into one. 


1960 Building of North Side Grade School. 

The Geneseo Community Unit District No. 228 
through its Board of Education, Administration, and 
Faculty are making an all out effort to provide the 
kind of education that is best for the moral, mental 
and physical development of the children within its 
area. Only in the pages of future history will we 
know if we have succeeded. 


Parent-Teacher Association 


The Parent-Teacher Association of the Geneseo 
schools traces its origin to the Geneseo Educational 
Association which was founded in 1907. Its purpose 
was primarily to promote a better understanding 
between the parents and teachers for the benefit 
of the children. 


This group functioned until January 1914. It was 
reorganized in 1915. In 1919 the executive com- 
mittee approved the establishment of three organi- 
zations, one for each school. In October 1921 the 
grade organization became affiliated with the Illi- 
nois Council of Parents and Teachers. The High 
School group later joined forces, making one or- 
ganization for Geneseo. 

The Association functioned without interruption 
from 1919 to the World War II years, when it was 
disbanded until December 17, 1951. Two new groups 
emerged, one at the North Grade School and one 
at the South Grade School. This plan continued 
until January 19, 1953, when it was voted to com- 
bine both units into one. 

The P.T.A. is not primarily a money making institu- 
tion, but in order to carry on its business it has been 
necessary to finance by the following methods: bake 
sales, comedies, operettas, carnivals, basketball 
exhibitions (Harlem Globe Trotters), and Univer- 
sity of Illinois band concerts. An annual Book Fair 
began in 1958, the profit of which is donated to the 
various schools to purchase books for their 
libraries. 

A remedial fund is maintained by P.T.A. which 
provides. for medical and dental care for needy 
children. Three Life Memberships are now awarded 
each year to people who have devoted much time 
and effort to helping children and schools. Through 
these membership awards scholarship money is 
provided for college students who are planning to 
become teachers. 

In 1953 the Henry County Area Council was formed 
in order to share problems and good will. 

In November of 1959 a Bond Issue for two new 
school buildings (Howard and North School sites) 
was successfully passed through the efforts of the 
P.T.A. cooperating with the school board. 

The people who have served in the capacity of 
president since 1951 are as follows: Mr. John Bow- 


-man, Mrs. Wm. Haack, Mrs. John Kolb, Mrs. Horace 


Lee, Mrs. Ralph Cady, Mrs. Victor Orsi, Mrs. Har- 
vey V. Miller, Mrs. Francis Sand and Mrs. Floyd 
DeLay. 
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CENTRAL TRUST & SAVINGS BANK 


LO LNs Store Geneseo 


Complete Checking and Savings Safety 
Banking Facilities Accounts Deposit Boxes 


FULLY AUTHORIZED TRUST COMPANY 


CAPITAL—SURPLUS—UNDIVIDED PROFITS 
and RESERVE—$750,000.00 


Member of F.D.LC. % Member of F.R.S. 


“ “Twas not a scheme for gaining wealth 
Nor change of place for bettering of health: 
‘Twas not ambition prompting the desire 
To give the men a chance of rising higher. 
The first, the leading thought in every mind 
Was this: a Christian home where all might 


The freest gospel, fullest charged with grace - 
A gospel that should consecrate the place 
To every noble enterprise and work.” Pi 
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—Republic Engraving 


The start of Geneseo’s heritage 
of religion and education 


The above is a photograph taken in 1855, of the Geneseo Congregational 
church (right) and the Geneseo Seminary (left). Note trees planted in the 
park, only tiny saplings, which today are huge trees. 


The Geneseo educational system began as a tented school less than a year 


after the first settlers arrived in 1837. It was followed in 1839 with the 
Manual Labor High School. In 1853 it became the Geneseo Seminary. 
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Artist’s Conception 
of First Tabernacle 
in Geneseo 
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President: John O. Dahlen 

Vice President: Charles Blankenfeld 
Treasurer: Milton Rash 

Manager: Francis Harris 


Raymond Achterhof Allen Kimler 
Jack Andrews Sr. . Donald Klavohn 
William Bean : William Myers 
John Bowman Walter Nehls 
Donald Feldman Robert Sheets 
Raymond Green Joseph Wright 


Member Officio: Mayor-.Merton Whitted 
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Geneseo Collegiate Institute 


—Republic Engraving 


Here is an exceptionally good photograph of two buildings of the Geneseo Collegiate Institute. 
The one on the right is now the American Legion hall. The one at the left has been torn down 
and the location is now occupied by Central Red Arrow Oii company office and service station. 


The above picture was probably taken about 1910, as can be deducted from the size of the trees 
in the Geneseo city park. 


Many present residents of Geneseo are graduates of the Geneseo Collegiate Institute. 


No pictures were available of the Northwestern Normal college ce was located just south of 
the present site of Hammond-Henry hospital. 
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Geneseo’s Downtown Supermarket 


PARRISH FEED 
SERVICE 


Your Local KENT FEEDS Dealer 


Oat Hulling and Rolling 
Corn Cracking and Shelling 
Liquid Blackstrap Molasses 


GRAIN BANK and GRAIN DRYING 


“Complete Mill Service 


For You” 


OSCO 
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Customer Parking 


Henry Pritchard 
Trucking 


PHONE 3302 


Home Phone 3787 


S. Chicago St. Geneseo 


ve LIVESTOCK HAULING 
Local & Long Distance 


Ye FREIGHT HAULING 


“Fully Insured’ 


*~ Henry “Hank” Pritchard—Owner 
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By Clement G. McNamara, Administrator 


The history of the Hammond-Henry District Hos- 
pital dates back sixty years during which time 
patients have been admitted to the hospital. In 
October 1957, the 5000th baby was born in the 
Hammond-Henry District Hospital. Over 40,000 
patients have been admitted to the hospital in these 
sixty years. 


It was in 1901 when Mr. John C. Hammond 
purchased the former home of the late James M. 
Allan, then known as the Northwestern Normal 
Dormitory, and presented it to the city of Geneseo 
for use as a public hospital. As the community ex- 
panded new improvements and additions were made 
to meet the growing need. In 1914 six additional 
rooms and an elevator were added at a cost of 
$10,000. Then in 1939, a new wing was opened 
which included a new operating room. This was 
done at a cost of $36,000, and the hospital bed 
capacity was increased to twenty beds. 


After the pasage of the Hospital Authority Act of 
1947 by the Illinois Legislature, petitions were 
circulated and an election to create a hospital 
authority was held on April 22, 1948. It carried by 
a majority vote of three to one. But, due to a 
technicality in the State law, the authority became 
invalid. A second election was held in 1950, and 
the citizens voted five to two to establish the Henry 
Hospital District. 

From here on in the project proceeded at an 
electrifying speed. The Henry Hospital District 
assumed operation of the J. C. Hammond Hospital 
from the city on April 1, 1952. During this time an 
Administrator was employed and an architect was 
engaged to draw up plans for the new building and 
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contracts for construction were awarded. A $620,000 
bond issue was made in 1953 and on May 12th of the 
next year the cornerstone was laid in the new build- 
ing. The new building was opened on December 11, 
1354. Gifts amounting to over $130,000 were made 
by individuals, organizations, and businesses to help 
equip the new addition. 


The hospital is one of the most modern and 
efficient of today. It was designed to make it as 
home like as possible and include every comfort 
and convenience for speedy recovery. It was 
planned for efficiency and economy of operation 
with provisions for expansion as the need may arise. 
With the new addition the bed capacity has in- 
creased to sixty-two which included thirteen beds 
in the original hospital building for chronic patients. 
As evidence of the most modern equipment avail- 
able, the patient room, attractively decorated in- 
cludes the following: air conditioning, motorized 
hi-low beds, audio-visual nurse call system, piped 
oxygen, telephone service, private toilet and 
lavatory and remote control television. 

The dietary department offers the patienta selective 
menu. Disposable needles and oxygen equipment 
are available for treatment. The patient receives 
a routine chest x-ray upon admission to the hos- 
pital. The important medical records are micro- 
filmed and filed for an indefinite time. These are 
a few of the advancements with time. 

In 1956 The Joint Commission on Accrediation of 
Hospitals surveyed the physical plant evaluated the 
quality of care given the patient and granted the 


. hospital full approval. 


With the cooperation of the Dentists in the area, 
the hospital formed a Dental Staff and clinic in 
1960 as a further step in expanding the facilities 


For 106 years, this agency 
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and service to the people of the community. 

In 1960 the Hospital purchased the Normal Flats 
which was originally erected for class rooms by 
the Northwestern Normal School. After the school 
was closed in 1893, it has for many years been rented 
as an apartment building. In 1960 the building was 
razed and a beautifully landscaped and lighted fifty 
car parking lot was constructed by the Hospital 
to relieve the congested parking facilities. 


Each year since 1955, the Board of Directors have 
levied less than the maximum tax allowed under the 
law for hospital operation and maintenance. 


Probably no hospital has enjoyed more community 
support than the hospital in Geneseo. The Womens 
Auxiliary was organized in 1939 and have given 
thousands of hours of service to the hospital. The 
Hammond-Henry District Hospital Womens Auxi- 
liary was organized and expanded in 1960. In addi- 
tion there have been numerous other organizations 
who have helped the hospital through the years. 
There were some who were generous with their 


material wealth and remembered their fellow man 
through provisions of Trust Funds. The J. C. 
Hammond Trust of $125,000 has distributed in the 
last twenty-four years $81,722 to the hospital and 
the library from the earnings as provided under 
the terms of the Trust. The William Walker Trust 
consists of income from a 248 acre farm in Munson 
Township. This Trust has distributed a total of 
$41,528 to the hospital over the years. The Samuel 
F. Weston Trust, now valued at over $27,000, has 
paid the hospital $9,028 from earned income. The 
Walker and Weston Trust Funds are designated for 
hospital and medical expenses of the worthy poor. 
The passing years demonstrated clearly what may 
be achieved by community cooperation. Since the 
beginning, the Hammond-Henry District Hospital 
has kept abreast with the advances in medical 
science to give the best care to the citizens of the 
area. We are looking forward with renewed hope 
that the splendid record of achievement will con- 
tinue to advance and rise to new heights of service 
to humanity. 
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Swimming Pool 


Sunday, June 28, 1953, was the official opening of 
the Geneseo Swimming Pool. As stated in that 
week’s issue of THE REPUBLIC, it was the cul- 
mination of the most gigantic effort in the history 
of Geneseo, a task which has been marked by the 
personal sacrifice of Dr. Gifford W. Zimmerman. 


THE REPUBLIC further stated: “‘There were others, 
too, who believed it could be done. They helped 
tremendously, and Giff will be the first to give all 
the credit to them.” It was a marvelous community 
effort. It proved the generosity of those who gave 
of their money, labor and time. 


The pool, which was financed by voluntary con- 
tributions, was built at an estimated cost of $67,000. 
This included the $15,000 bath house, for which 
funds were supplied by the City Council of Geneseo. 
Thousand of hours of volunteer labor donated by 
hundreds of Geneseoans helped cut the cost and 
make the pool a reality. Dr. Zimmerman, chairman 
of the Geneseo Swimming Pool Committee, Inc., was 
the man who saw the job through. 


A plot of land east of the Geneseo Municipal Utili- 
ties was given for the pool site by G. E. Hulting, 
who on March 15, 1953, turned over the first spade- 
ful of dirt. Construction was begun. On May 7, ten 
men worked from 1 p.m. to 3:30 a.m. pouring con- 
crete for the bath house foundations. That is the 
type of help that brought this thing to pass. On June 
14, 50 men roofed the bath house in one day. Many 
were the jugs of coffee and picnic meals toted to the 
scene of the pool construction. The volunteer 
workers did not take time off to go home to eat 
or rest! : 

A good share of the population of Geneseo helped 
in one way or another. There were long hours of 
committee work. Swelling the pool fund were pro- 
ceeds from benefit games, including a well-remem- 
bered softball tilt between the Rotary and Kiwanis 
wives. Children shined shoes, sold toys and comic 
books and did jobs for the neighbors in order to 
raise money. There was a kitten auction. 

The pool and its equipment, debt free, were turned 
over to the park district, which had been approved 
by the voters April 29. 


The board of directors of the Geneseo Swimming 


Pool Committee, Inc., included Dr. Zimmerman, 
chairman; Thomas Bartlett, Jr., Russell Hoogerwerf, 
Roy Schefsky, Richard Farber, Lorrin Obrecht and 
the Rev. Sheldon Pattison and William Bean treas- 
urer. Mrs. Virginia Bowers was publicity chairman. 
Mrs. Tom Reese and Kenneth Hutchinson headed 
the finance committee for the city, and Jess Huls- 
lander, Vernon Armstrong and Roy Schefsky were 
in charge of the rural area. James Hutchinson, 
Howard Moburg, George Campbell, John Guild, 
James Nash and Dr. Zimmerman worked on the 
plans and construction committee. 


Efforts to try to find a way to finance and build a 
pool for Geneseo were started in 1946 when the Boy 
Scout Council appointed Bernie Sommers, G. E. 
Hulting and the Rev. G. E. Burton as an investigat- 
ing committee. The first postive m@ve was made 
by Mr. Hulting, who donated the land for the pool 
site in 1947. 


Because of disagreement as to how to finance the 
pool, the idea of the pool was abandoned. In 1951 
the Rotary Club chartered buses to transport Gen- 
eseo youngsters to Kewanee for a weekly swim in 
that pool. Following the traveling swim program, 
the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs appointed this com- 


~ mittee to do further work on investigating a pool 


for Geneseo: Dr. Zimmerman, Dr. Hayden DeDecker 
Vernon Spencer, James Hutchinson, James Terry, 
Dr. D. H. Collier, William Bean, Russell Hooger- 
werf, Dr. P. J. Doering, Theodore Becker, John 
Guild and Dale Swanson. 


On August 21, 1952, community groups sent repre- 
sentatives to an organizational meeting at First 
Congregational Church. Ogden Chamberlain and 
Edward Stone drew up the charter for the corpora- 
tion. Committees were named; workers got right to 
their jobs. By the third day of the September drive 
for funds, more than $12,000 had been collected. 


Geneseo had its pool—a modern pool where children 
could have a clean, healthful place in which to 
swim—just 10 months and a week after the initial 
meeting. This is the kind of community spirit that 


thas made Geneseo a progressive city. 
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“THREE GENERATIONS OF SERVICE TO GENESEO” 


MYERS FUNERAL HOME 
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Churches 


First Congregational Church 


Geneseo is often called the “City of Beautiful Churches.” The 
beautiful spires, lofty symbols of the town’s religious intent, 
rise gracefully skyward. The religious strength of the com- 
munity has shown steady growth. As is well known, early day 
histories of the Congregational church and of Geneseo are 
practically identical. Other churches are not youngsters, how- 
ever, for most of them organized in the 1850’s and 1860's. They 
enriched the community and symbolize the highest ideals of 
mankind and represent loving sacrifice by early:members of 


the congregations. 
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Congratulations Geneseo on Your 125th Anniversary 


BOARD of DIRECTORS 


Dr. W. J. Angerer 1950-1958 Darrell W. Miller 1950-1958 
T. W. Bohmker 1957-1958 Gilbert J. Pritchard 1958- 
Marcellin Decker 1958- Mrs. Roy Ruxton, Sec. 1958- 
Arlon Delp 1958- Mrs. Earl Sergeant 1950-1960 
Milford Heller 1950-1956 W. E. Snow, Chairman 1950- 
Lyle Kemmis 1956- S. R. Wainwright 1950-1957 
Wesley Larson 1950- Mrs. Henry Waterman 1950-1958 
Mrs. Archie McKibbon __1961- Mrs. Vincent Weber _—1950- 


J. Allan Bradley, Treasurer 1950- Robert H: White, Secretary 1950-1958 


Hammond-Henry District Hospital 


Geneseo,. Illinois 
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Concordia Lutheran Church 
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First Lutheran Church 
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We are proud to be a part of this 
wonderful community. 
May we serve you faithfully 
and safely_in the future. 


PIKS B 


George & Shirley Pinks—Owners 


*Wiercury 


° Comet 


SALESH&SSERVAGE 
Established in 1925 


W. F. Searle 


204 S. State Geneseo 
Body and Fender Repair 
Glass Installation 


24 Hour Wrecker Service 


the 
beachler shop 


Garments of Distinction 
for 


yy Women 
yy Misses 
ye Children 


JEWELRY—MILLINERY—PURSES 
HOSIERY—LINGERIE 


Geneseo, Illinois 


Congratulations 
Geneseo 


On YOu 175 cars 
NEULEIB AGENCY 


Insurance 
and 
Real Estate 
111% N. State Geneseo 


YOUR PROTECTION 
IS OUR BUSINESS 
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First Baptist Church 
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Drapes Made By and Davenport Designed By 
Ann Curtis 


Geneseo Decorators 
206 N. State Phone 3822 Geneseo 


READY MADE and CUSTOM MADE DRAPES 
Drapery Materials - Upholstery Materials - Wallpaper 
By 


“Schumacher & Waverly” 


Choose From Polished Cottons - Velvets - Satin Backs 


Orlons - Nylons - Dacrons and Fortesans 


ANY JOB...LARGE or SMALL 
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First Presbyterian Church 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
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CAKES—-BREAD—PASTRY 
Every Day 
e —__ se '?#2 
WEDDING and PARTY 


CAKES 
Made To Your Order 


x 
~ 


Phone 3338 ~ Geneseo 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Geneseo 


on your 


125th Anniversary 


Rink’s Market 


125 N. State Geneseo 
FREE DELIVERY 


We hope that Geneseo 
will continue to grow and 
prosper in the future as 
it has the past 125 years. 


ORSI 


& GREEN 


Geneseo, Illinois 


Photographic Equipment 
and Supplies 


Bell & Howell—DeJur—Polaroid 
6 
TOYS CONFECTIONS 
eo #5. 4) aie 
Fountain Service, Luncheons 
Newspapers, Magazines 
and 


Sundries 


“DePauw _ 
BARBER SHOP 


Served in This Location Since 1934 


Geneseo, Illinois 
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First Methodist Church 
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Grace Evangelical United Brethren 
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EQUIPMENT for FARM and HOME 
HOMELITE 


Tractors Chainsaws 
Garden Tillers 


Toro Mowers 


Riding Mowers 


Schwinn Bicycles 


Portable Heaters 


Hardware 


@ Lawn Fertilizer & Grass Seed 


COMPLETE SERVICE FOR THE PRODUCTS WE SELL 


Phone 2660 Geneseo, Ill. 


“OU ALITY” “Home one Meals” 
Men’s & Boys’ Wear BAKERS CAFE 


Across From The Geneseo Theater 
for over HALF of Geneseo’s Phone 3034 
125 YEARS 


@ Home Made Pies 


@ Steaks 
M. NUSBAUM €& CO. 


) Ses Food 


Re? OF FERLE 
ele @ Chops 


@ Chicken 


OFFERLE & YELMGREN 


VELMGREN & WALTER 


OPEN DAILY 5 A.M. to 12 P.M. 


“Air Conditioned” 
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First Congregational 


Geneseo has the distinction shared by few other 
towns in the state of being what sociologists call a 
“transplanted community.” The origin of the town 
is in the religious commitment of eight families 
numbering about forty persons, then living in the 
environs of Bergen, New York. These people ac- 
cepted the challenge made by the Rev. Charles 
Finney and other ministers representing the Home 
Mission Board to “found Christian Communities in 
the West.” 

The colonists were organized into the “Free Con- 
gregational Church of 4 Spo INOS 24.0 
September 13, 1836, by covenanting together. These 
people came from the farms and towns of the area, 
including Bergen, just two miles to the north: 
LeRoy, five miles south, and from Geneseo, New 
York, twenty-five miles to the south and east. This 
area is in Genesee County. © 

An exploring committee had left New York in May, 
1836, and arrived here in late June or July, survey- 
ed, and arranged to buy the present site, selecting 
the village plat of 40 acres, set apart the Public 
Square or park, the Church and School lots, and a 
“Gospel lot” for the proposed parsonage. This is the 
reason that the Church and Schoo] face the Park 
today. The original surveyor’s stake was set less 
than 100 feet south of the present Senior High 
School. 

Early Services and School were conducted in a 
rude building with log sides and a canvas top, locat- 
ed in the southeast corner of the Park. 

The first frame church was erected on the present 
site in the spring of 1838. This served until 1855, 
when it was moved west on Pearl Street; it is now 
the basis of the Donald Klavohn home on Pearl 
Street. The cornerstone of the present Church was 
laid July 18, 1855, and the new, brick structure was 
dedicated May 28, 1856. This year coincided with 
the building of the Rock Island Railroad through 
town, which made possible the shipping of the huge 
bell, cast in New York, and installed in the steeple 
of the new church. It was also at this time that other 
churches were organized; prior to this the Congrega- 
tional Church, School, and community were one. For 
this reason the church is designated “The Church 
of the Pioneers.” 

In 1873 a north wing was added to the church, and 
in 1884 extensive alterations were made in the in- 
terior. In 1924 a radical remodelling was under- 
taken, involving a new north wing for educational 
purposes, a new narthex or entry, belfry and steeple 
(built around the old one), and a course of brick 
on the original building. This was dedicated Feb- 
ruary 22, 1925. The exterior of the church is essent- 
ially the same today. The interior was extensively 
remodelled and dedicated March 16, 1952. 


The Pioneers of Geneseo took a strong abolitionist 
stand from the very beginning, and as early as 1840 
the Church appointed delegates to the State Anti- 
Slavery Society in Chicago. Forty-eight of her men 
responded to the call when the Civil War broke out. 
After the war the Church sent several of her mem- 
bers into the South as Teachers and generously 
supported the work of the American Missionary 
Association which founded and operated schools to 
aid the Negro to help himself. 

The Memorial Tablet on the large stone in the 
Northeast corner of the Park commemorates the 
lives and virtues of the Colonists of Geneseo. Their 
companion interest in the “institutions of education” 
materialized in the erection of the Seminary, begun 
in 1844 and completed in 1847 just west of the 
church. Services were held here until the new 
church was completed. The bricks of the Seminary 
may still be seen in the two south entrances of the 


present Senior High School. One of the original 
beams is embedded in the wall of the north entrance 
to the Senior High Gym. 
The faith is a rigorous one. Brought to America by 
the Pilgrim Fathers, and to the Midwest by pioneer 
forefathers, it is characterized by its vital spirit and 
vigorous handling of the ethical, moral and social 
problems of man and society. The Geneseo Pioneers 
founded a Christian community, facing and antici- 
pating the educational and cultural needs of future 
generations. It is a goodly heritage! 
After 125 years of fruitful service the First Con- 
gregational Church continues today, a free church 
committed to an endless search for a better under- 
standing of divine truth, and a life of service to the 
community and to the world. Mindful of its heritage 
and striving for a continued fulfillment of its 
purpose, the church takes for itself this covenant, 
the second oldest in America.* 
“We covenant with the Lord and with one 
another; and do bind ourselves in the pres- 
ence of God; to walk together in all His 
ways made known or to be made known 
unto us, according as He pleased to reveal 
Himself unto us in His blessed word of 
truths” 
*Salem, Mass. 1629 


Methodist Episcopal 


Intinerant Methodist Ministers began holding serv- 
ices in 1850. The earliest meetings of this church 
were held in the old Seminary building. In 1854, it 
was decided to build a church on South State Street. 
The church in Geneseo was dedicated and made a 
station with a resident minister in 1855. The build- 
ing was sold in 1867, to the Teutonia Society. It is 
now the property of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The second church was built on the east side of 
North State Street. It was dedicated on September 
8, 1872. Methodists worshipped here for nearly half 
a century. On July 3, 1918, a raging fire completely 
destroyed the building. The fire was caused by a 
toy gas filled balloon with a candle inside, which 
landed on the 159-foot steeple. 

Sunday services were held at the Armory, and plans 
were immediately made to erect a new church on 
the same site. The Rev. S. S. Langdoe appointed 
J. R. Hanna, Sherman Shafer, W. L. Myers, F. A. 
Snodgrass, F. H. Brown and E. F. Dilenbeck on the 
building committee. 

Dedicatory services of the new church were held 
from April 11 to April 18, 1920, with Bishop Frank 
Bristol and Dr. John Thompson as guest speakers. 
Many people were received into church membership 
at this time. 

The Sunday School organized in 1855, had the 
purpose of developing Christian character through 
the devout and diligent study of the Word. The 
Ladies’ Aid was formed in 1857 and the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society in 1882. The annual 
session of the Central Illinois Conference was held 
in Geneseo in 1872. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Paul R. Nestler, be- 
ginning in 1940, extensive improvements were made 
in the interior of the church. This included the 
installation of art glass windows. 

An inspiring re-dedication service was held on No- 
vember 1, 1942. The morning sermon was preached 
by Dr. C. F. W. Smith, and prayer was offered by 
Rev. Willis Way, both former members, who had 
received their licenses to preach from the quarterly 
Conference of this church. Former ministers of this 
church gave a service entitled “Down Through the 
Years.” 
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This is a view of the 
Generating Plant which 
was constructed in 1933. 
Additions to the building 
were made in 1940-1942, 
1946 and the latest in 1961 
to house a new Generator. 


CONGRATULATIONS GENESEO 
On Your 125th Anniversary 


Geneseo ities 


x City Owned sy Self Supporting yx Contributing To The City Treasury 


SERVING YOU...Day and Night 


GIANT Boe 
DIESEL POWERED | 
GENERATORS a 
At the time of construction : 
in 1933— Three engines fe 
were installed, one of a eae 
which is still operating. ae 
Additions were made in = F 
1940-300 kw, 1942-300 kw, =| 
1947-980 kw, 1949-1180 =F 
kw, 1957-2000 kw, and " 


1961-3000 kw. 1 ae ee 
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In April 1950, the church celebrated its Centennial 
and the thirtieth anniversary of the dedication of 
the present church building. Speakers were Dr. 
Paul M. Curry, superintendent of the Galesburg 
district, and Rev. Preston Horst, of Pekin. A son of 
Rev. Paul Nestler, Rev. Frank Nestler, addressed 
the fellowship service. He received his license to 
preach from the Quarterly conference of this 
church. 

During the pastorate of Rev. H. Sheldon Pattison in 
1952, the sanctuary and the Sunday schoo] rooms 
were redecorated, new light fixtures were installed 
and the entire building insulated. 

In 1956, the church organ was completely rebuilt. 
Many memorials and other gifts for the organ were 
received, including the beautiful chimes given by 
Mrs. Howard Feldman in memory of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Reschke. 

Again in 1960, extensive improvements were made 
in the church building, providing an assembly room 
and class rooms for the Junior department of the 
Sunday School. - 

The present pastor, Dr. Harold Sortor, has con- 
ducted courses in Bible study for adults and has 
taken a large class of boys and girls into church 
membership after a course of religious instruction. 
Of the thirty-nine pastors who have served this 
church, only four are living. They are Rev. Carlos 
Dunagan, retired and living in Cedar Point, Indiana; 
Rev. Ernest Davies, retired and living in Artesia, 
California; Rev. H. Sheldon Pattison, now serving 
in Lincoln, Illinois and Dr. Harold Sortor, who will 
retire in 1961. 

All the organizations of the church are doing ef- 
ficient work. They include the Sunday School which 
is departmentalized and has three organized classes, 
the Philathea, the Corinthian and the Genesis, the 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service with four 
circles, the Children’s Society of Christian Service, 
the Wesleyan Service Guild, the Youth Fellowship, 
the Adult Fellowship, the Men’s Brotherhood, and 
the Adult and Youth Choirs. 


A very successful Vacation Bible School has been 
conducted each summer with a large attendance. 
Mrs. Sortor has given valuable help to the local 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service and has been 
vice-president of the Galesburg District Society for 
four years. She supervised the Junior department 
of the Bible School and has been teacher of the 
Genesis Class. 


The success of a church should not be measured by 
its material achievements, but by the numbers of 
people who have been influenced by the preaching 
and teaching of Christ’s Gospel to lead noble Chris- 
tian lives. This church has striven through the years 
to make this its primary mission. 


First Lutheran 


The First Lutheran Church was organized in 1856 
when the village of Geneseo was about 20 years 
old. Immigrants had been coming from Sweden to 
this community since 1852 and there was a deep 
yearning in their hearts for a church of their own 
where they could worship in the language which 
they understood and in the faith which was their 
heritage from the Lutheran,Church of Sweden. 


"Pastor L. P. Esbjorn, one of the pioneer pastors of 
the Augustana Synod, came from his parish in 
Andover to conduct services in the homes of these 
early settlers. On June 27, 1856 Pastor Esbjorn met 
with a group of 13 people in he home of John 
Gustus, a shoemaker, which was located on the 
northeast corner of State and South Streets. These 
13, officially organized “The First Lutheran Church 


and Society of Geneseo.” This was the third church 
to be organized in Geneseo being preceded by the 
Congregational in 1836 and the Methodist in 1854. 
The first church building, a modest chapel 24 by 32 
feet, was located in the 600 block on South Spring 
Street. These early Christians, few in number, poor 
in worldly goods, but rich in the spirit of the Lord 
raised about half of the $350 necessary to build this 
humble chapel. Almost half was donated by people 
of other church affiliations, thus showing the spirit 
of love and helpfulness of the Geneseo Community. 
In 1873 this church was enlarged and a chancel, 
vestibule and tower were added. The church now 
numbered 272 adults and 132 children. 

By 1882 the people of the church felt the need of a 
larger building and a more desirable location. It 
was decided to purchase the Miller lot on Main 
Street, which is the site of the present “First Luth- 
eran Church.” The first building erected here was 
dedicated October 4, 1886. The pipe organ and 
electric lights were installed in 1896 and the church 
bell in 1908.-In 1924 the church was stuccoed and 
the parsonage built adjoining it. As the stucco did 
not stand up as expected, the church was brick 
veneered in 1939 and the parsonage in 1945. 

Twice the growing congregation has necessitated 
additions to the building, in 1940 when the south 
annex was built and again in 1955 and 56 when 
a new parish house was added. Extensive changes 
have been made in the furnishings, such as a new 
Stanke Pipe Organ, new altar and altar rail, art 
glass windows in the chancel, carpeting in the 
sanctuary and other items too numerous to mention. 
This past winter the church has been beautifully 
redecorated and a public address and tower music 
system added. Many of these improvements were 
gifts in memory of departed members and former 
members. 

The most important part of any church is not its 
building and its equipment but its spiritual growth. 
First Lutheran has been ably shepherded by capable 
and devoted pastors. deeply dedicated to the love 
of Christ and the extension of His kingdom. Serving 
through these many years have been Pastors Nils 
Anderson, 1865-1869; C. J. Malmberg, 1871-1876; 
P. J. Brodine, 1879-1887; C. A. Hultkrans, 1889-1891; 
A. P. Fors, 1891-1899; P. A. Edquist, 1899-1903; C. 
E. Lundgren, 1905-1908; A. T. Lorimer, 1908-1913; 
E. W. Magnusson, 1914-1920; W. X. Magnuson, 
1920-1927; Gotthard E. Burton, 1927-1953; Elmer F. 
Sahlgren, 1953-1959 and Philip E. Larson who began 
his ministry in Geneseo in September 1960. 

God has richly blessed their work in the congrega- 
tion, which now consists of 700 baptized souls, of 
which 525 are communicant members. The con- 
gregation has been encouraged in missionary endea- 
vor and has consistently supported both Home and 
Foreign Missions. In October 1959 a Mission Builder 
Loan in the amount of $20,000 was extended to the 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Durant, Iowa. 


The church has given two of her sons to the minis- 
try, C. E. Bengtson, now retired and living in 
Galesburg, Illinois and J. Norman Carlson, serving 
in Sioux City, Iowa. One daughter, the former 
Miriam Burton, serves with her husband, Pastor 
George Olson, on the mission field in Japan. 


- An important part of any church is its program of 


Christian education. The Sunday School which was 
organized about 1871 has enjoyed consistent growth 
and development. During the 90 years of its exist- 
ence there have been only 7 superintendents. Of 
these C. J. Hagelin served from 1909-1925 and M. 
Theo. Anderson from 1926 until his death in April 
1960. Ernst Bengtson is the present incumbent and 
just as in the past is ably assisted by a staff of con- 
setrated and devoted teachers and officers. 


The present enrollment is 152 pupils and 30 teachers. 
and officers. Religious instruction is also presented 
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through vacation Bible School and Children’s Mis- 
sionary Society. A school cf confirmation instruc- 
tion is conducted by the pastor each year and at 
the close the confirmands are received into com- 
municant membership in the church. 

The auxiliary organizations of the church provide 
members with the opportunity for growth through 
study, participation and fellowship and help the 
church to carry on its ministry to the needs of 
people, both locally and in all parts of the world. 
Among these organizations are: Altar Guild, Senior, 
Junior and Cherub Choirs, Augustana Lutheran 
Church Women, Lutheran Churchmen, Lutheran 
Family Fellowship, Young Married Couple’s Club, 
Luther League, and Bethany Hospital Circle. Each 
has its particular field of service and contributes 
to a well rounded church program. 


The church is governed by a board of administra- 
tion consisting of 9 deacons and 9-trustees. Many 
devoted laymen have served in this capacity and 
many others, both men and women in other phases 
of the church work. 


First Lutheran Church has proclaimed the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in this community for one hundred 
and five years. She has witnessed much change and 
growth in Geneseo. During these years First Luth- 
eran has also grown and experienced many changes. 
But to our generation the proclamation of Christ is 
still the Good News. This is the witness which First 
Lutheran continues to give to this community. 


Trinity Episcopal 


In 1856 several Episcopalians organized under the 
leadership of the Rev. X. A. Welton. The first 
services were held in the Seminary building (now 
razed) on the first and third Sunday of the month. 
By 1863 the congregation had prospered and a 
church building was constructed. The building, a 
frame structure in the English country Gothic style, 
stood on the corner of South Center and West North 
Streets, three tall pines still marking the site of the 
old church. 


Under the devoted guidance of the Rev. Canon 
Channing F. Savage, rector of Christ Church, Mo- 
line, the congregation out-grew its building. The 
former Unitarian Church was purchased and was 
painstakingly refurbished for Episcopalian worship. 
The work of redecoration was accomplished almost 
entirely by the parishioners. 


Following the consecration of the Church, the Rev. 
Arthur Gard became the first resident Vicar. With 
his capable guidance, the Church School was ex- 
panded in the large hall, St. Agnes Guild flourished, 
and the church added many members. 


Under the second resident Vicar, Father Isaac 
Mason, the former Concordia Lutheran parsonage 
was acquired and moved to its present location at 
227 S. Center Street. It was completely recondi- 
tioned so that it is now, in the words of the Bishop 
of the Diocese of Quincy, “‘one of the finest rectorys 
in the Diocese.” 


The present Vicar, Father Charles H. Hensel, is the 
first to live in the rectory, and the congregation has 
found to its joy, that living next to the church has 
made it possible for the priest to give the parish the 
full expression of Episcopal worship in the daily 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 


The mortgage was burned and the new rectory 
blessed at a Solemn Eucharist celebrated on Feb- 
ruary 1, 1961. The Sacred ministers and preacher 
were Fathers Savage, Gard and Hensel, who have 
served the church, and Father William Lewis, who 
was raised in Trinity Church. 


Grace Evangelical 
United Brethren 


Grace Evangelical United Brethren Church began 
in 1856. Rev. Conrad Speilman, pastor in charge 
at Loraine, presided at the organization. In the fall 
of the year, sixteen members were formed into the 
first class in the home of Jacom Thrierer. Mr. A. 
Lieberknecht was elected class leader and Mr. 
Christ Ott, assistant. 


Meetings were held in the home of J. Beyers, a 
member of the Methodist Church who felt kindly 
disposed toward the German people who had no 
church home in their own language. This class re- 
ceived preaching services once every two weeks in 
the homes of the members. For a brief time, a store 
building was used, but a storm razed the building. 


In 1860 a church was erected, under the pastorate 
of Rev. J. Dengel. This location was on the north- 
west corner of East Main and South Spring Streets. 
It was used ten years. The building was later mov- 
ed to 544 North Aldrich Street and remodeled into 
a home. 


Until 1865, Geneseo was an appointment on the 
Geneseo or Loraine Circuit. In 1865, it was made a 
mission. Rev. John Dengel, who had been here be- 
fore in the circuit, came as the first pastor and 
served for one year. Rev. S. Dickoree was the pre- 
siding elder. 

1866-1867, A. Lieberknecht was Sunday School 
superintendent and S. Ott was the class leader. A 
six weeks’ revival resulted in thirty-three conver- 
sions. 


1869-1870, Rev. John Kurtz was pastor, and the 
second church building was erected. The first serv- 
ice was held in the new church on December 3, 
1869, with presiding Elder Augenstein in charge. 
The following Sunday, Rev. R. Dubs dedicated the 
church as Zion Church of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion. 

On April 4, 1872, the annual conference met in 
Geneseo. The Missionary offering taken on Sunday 
evening was $1500. At this time, Geneseo was ele- 
vated to the rank of a Station. 


Revivals had gained members and the total mem- 
bership was 150 when the conference met in Gen- 
eseo for the second time in the spring of 1879. 


In 1890, the unfortunate division occurred. One 
group built a church on Palace Row and Center 
Street. It was dedicated as Grace Church on Octo- 
ber 29, 1893, by Bishop R. Dubs. A parsonage was 
erected south of the church in 1898. The other group 
repaired their church and parsonage at a cost of 
$7,000 in 1895. The English language was introduced 
into the morning service in 1899. 


In the spring of 1923, under the pastorate of Rev. 
John Marth (Zion Church), and Rev. F. A. Hoerner 
(Grace Church), the two churches merged. A beau- 
tiful new church, costing $60,000 was dedicated on 
December 14, 1930, by Bishop L. H. Seager. Rev. 
C. H. Wykle was pastor at this time. Grace Church 
was torn down to make way for the new church. 
Zion church was sold and remodeled into a 
bungalow. 


The Third Annual -Conference of the Evangelical 
Church in Illinois was held in Geneseo, in 1940. 

In the summer of 1952, under the pastorate of Rev. 
E. A. Schmidt, a new brick parsonage was erected. 
It was dedicated on November 9, with Dr. Paul 
Church as the speaker. 

Allethe early records and history of the Evangelical 
Church are preserved in German writing. Total 
membership in 1961 is 599. 
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St. Malachy’s Catholic 


The religious-social unity called a PARISH may 
“pursue the even tenor of it’s way” for many years 
without encountering anything really historical. The 
doctrines of the Church never change, and the 
liturgical practices change only slightly. 

Holy Mass was celebrated in Geneseo and in Henry 
County for the first time in 1857 by Father J. G. 
Allman of Rock Island. Missionaries served the 
parishioners at irregular intervals. In 1864, a build- 
ing committee bought the lot on which the present 
church stands for $243, A brick building was 
erected, but furniture and decoration was postponed 
for two years. se, 
Under Father Ackley, who was appointed resident 
pastor in 1866, the interior of the church. was 
decorated and furnished. Father F. W. Smyth, who 
was appointed pastor in 1867, purchased the first 
organ for $600. 

In 1873 the congregation numbered 400 members. 
The parish included Sheffield, Carbon Cliff and 
Barstow besides eleven townships in Henry county. 
It was part of the Chicago diocese. In 1877 the 
diocese was divided and St. Malachy’s became a 
part of the Peoria diocese. 

The Golden Jubilee of the church was celebrated 
in 1907. The present church was built at this time 
at a cost of $35,000. Father M. F. Foley was pastor. 
The church was dedicated on October 27, 1908. 
During the pastorate of the Rev. E. H. Barnes 
beginning in 1917, the remaining indebtedness of the 
church was paid and the parochial school was built 
for approximately $35,000. It was dedicated in 1924. 
The Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa Mound, 
Wisconsin are in charge of the school. They 
established a high standard of scholarship. 

In April of 1950, the Rev. Lyle F. Sheen was sent 
to St. Malachy’s by Bishop Schlarman. His assistants 
are priests from St. Ambrose College; Fathers Otto, 
Minett, and Edward Catich. 

The most important single improvement in the 
parish facilities was the construction of the Hall in 
the church basement. This provides a place for 
various functions of a social nature, and a meeting 
place for many societies. The largest parish 
organization is the Altar and Rosary Society. The 
School Parents Club is next in size. The Catholic 
Order of Foresters, for men and women have large 
memberships. Many other organizations make use 
of this excellently-equipped hall. 

The construction of the hall involved new front 
steps for the church, and the renovation of the 
heating plant. All the furniture in the Sanctuary, 
altars, communion railing, pedestals, etc., was 
replaced with new items made of native and oriental 
woods in natural color and finish. The church was 
repainted and new lighting fixtures installed. The 
organ was remodelled and is now electrically 
controlled. The property as such is now in excellent 
condition. St. Malachy’s Parish was gratitude for 
the past looks hopefully to the future. 

St. Malachy’s Church is filled to overflowing twice 
each Sunday and the third Mass is comfortably full. 
The parish is growing, and plans are in progress for 
the addition of a fourth Mass within the next year 
or two. 

In 1935 there were 58 pupils in St. Malachy’s School 
taught by three Dominican Sisters. The history of 
the school since those years show a great increase In 
the number of students. There are now 192 pupils 
in the school and four sisters. This increase is due 
in part to the increase in the size of the parish, 
which now lists nearly 400 families. But the really 
important explanation of the size of the school is 
the excellent bus service provided by the Geneseo 
schoo] district. Only minor changes have been made 


in the school building. The school yard was covered 
with blacktop in 1953, a great improvement in the 
playground facilities. 

Pastors who have served the church since 1936 are: 
Reverends T. J. Jordan, Francis Casey, Patrick 
Martin, O.S.B., Hermitas Ross, and Lyle F. Sheen. 


First Baptist 


The first efforts to organize a Baptist church in 
Geneseo occurred in 1858. Elder Nathaniel Huson 
came to the village, ‘‘And finding several Baptists 
he set to work to gather them together’, to unite 
them in a church organization. His venture did not 
prosper well and he stayed only a few months. 
The digest of the letter of the Geneseo Church to 
the Rock Island Baptist Association in 1860 is 
probably our oldest recorded history and we quote 
“Geneseo asked to be received among the Sisterhood 
of Churches; organized two years ago, but made no 
progress until the unexpected arrival in their midst 
of Elder W. G. Johnson, when they reorganized on 
the 8th day of April with twenty-three members”’. 
The meeting for organization was held in the 
Methodist Church building. Afterwards they 
occupied the Seminary Hall until the completion of 
the building now occupied, located at the corner 
of Center and Pearl Streets in 1864. The building at 
the time of erection cost about $4,000. The demand 
for more room led to the raising of the building and 
putting a basement under it in 1889, at a cost of 
$1,500. 

In 1862 Geneseo felt the tensions preceding the 
Civil War. Four members had gone to fight and one 
of them was a prisoner of war in 1864. 

During the first forty years of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury, the church was often without a pastor, or with 
just Sunday Supply. 

The Centennial of the church was observed in 
September 1958, with a number of former members 
and pastors present. The church at that time had a 
membership of 93 with a resident membership of 
hls 

The First Baptist Church is affiliated with the Rock 
Island Baptist Association, the Illinois Baptist State 
Convention, and The American Baptist Convention. 
The Rev. Francis Scranton is the present pastor. 


Other pastors who have served are the Reverends 
Paul Songer, Bernard Hulson, Claude Sailhaumer, 
James Bearden, Richard Krell, and James Mc- 
Grechen. 


Concordia Lutheran 


In the year 1859 services were conducted in a hall 
above the post-office. However, the congregation 
was not organized until July 7, 1864. On July 24th, 
they purchased a building site and erected a church 
at the present site, the southeast corner of Oakwood 
and North Streets. 

Officers of the congregation elected at that time 
were: Deacons: August Eichhorn, Ludwig Hillmer. 
Trustees: Wilhelm Rittinger, Jacob Jung, Heinrich 
Schmidt. Secretary: Johann Rasmus. Chairman: 
Frederich Zimmerman. 

Under the pastorate of the Rev. J. P. Hansen, a 
larger church was built and dedicated February 3, 
1878. : 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Christian Bergen, 
1901-1929, it became evident that the younger 
generation of the congregation would have to be 
served with the English language. English services 
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were introduced, but for the benefit of the older 
members, services were conducted in the German 
language at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

A Parochial School was conducted by the church 
for fifty years from 1868 to 1918. The aim of this 
Christian Day School was to give the children a 
thorough training in Christian doctrine and also in 
all secular branches. Teachers had to be employed 
to conduct the school which was quite an added 
expense for the congregation. When the school was 
discontinued, the Sunday School was organized to 
give the children a Christian training. 

In July 1939, the congregation observed its 75th 
anniversary. Rev. Henry J. Elling served as pastor 
from 1929 to 1953 when he retired. 

Rev. Steve Persa was installed as pastor of 
Concordia on January 24, 1954. Attendance at 
services and enrollment in the Sunday School in- 
creased to the point where it became obvious that 
a new building with adequate facilities was 
necessary. Plans were made for the erection of a 
new church. Ground was broken in May of 1957. 
This beautiful new church of contemporary, 
functional architecture was dedicated October 5, 
1958. The cost of the new church was $216,000. In 
1959 a new parsonage was completed at a cost of 
$25,000. The congregation at present has 620 
members. 

Present officers of the congregation are: deacons, 
Clifford Rahn, Herbert Bergen, George Dodge, Lyle 
Kemmis, Elmer Roehrs, Raymond Taube; trustees, 
Russell Gradert, Lyle Henry, Reinhold Hamann; 
president, John Klemmer, vice president, William 
House, secretary, Walter Hannewald, treasurer, 
Orville Granade, financial secretaries, Richard 
Douglas and Wilbur Floming, board of education, 
Rolland Rahn, William Ruhnow and Alwin F. 
Reschke. 


Presbyterian 


The history of Presbyterianism in Geneseo is of 
peculiar interest. There is always a story of faith 
and struggle behind every structure. The first 
organization formed for religious purposes in the 
new settlement was decided upon before those early 
pioneers left their homes in Geneseo County, New 
York. It was called “The First Orthodox Church of 
Geneseo” and was the original Congregational 
Church. The first building was erected in 1838 on 
the site of the present Congregational Church. 


In November of that vear a communication was 
received from the Knox Presbytery suggesting the 
new church change its form of government and join 
that body. Since there was no Congregational 
jurisdiction in the new territory, it was deemed best 
to affiliate with the nearby Presbytery. For nearly 
twelve years the early Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians worshipped together under a Presby- 
terian form of government. In 1850 by a majority 
vote it was decided to resume the Congregational 
Policy. Naturally, there was some true-blue 
Presbyterians who strongly objected. 


Soon after this the Rock River Presbytery was 
formed and thirteen years later, the Reverends 
Wilson and Kelly, representing this Presbytery met 
with a small group interested in organizing a 
Presbyterian Church in Geneseo. They assembled 
in a small building located where the present Baptist 
Church now stands and completed the organization 
November 2, 1863. 

The roll of the sixteen charter members was as 
follows: Andrew McClain, Mrs. Hannah McClain, 
George W. Goshorn, Mrs. Elizabeth Goshorn, Charles 
W. Long, Mrs. Freelove Long, Mrs. Christiana 


McCutchen, George Richards, Mrs. Ann C. Richards, 
M. C. Boice, Mrs. R. Boice, Mrs. Almira Morton, 
James W. McCracken, Mrs. Mary McCracken, Mrs. 
Franis W. Gale and Mrs. William Bracken. 

The record states, “The church commenced 
worshipping in October, 1864, in the frame building 
located on the southwest corner of North and 
Buffalo (Oakwood Avenue) Street”. This building 
was afterwards razed to make way for the present 
manse which was erected in 1908. 

Those were the dark days of the Civil War, but 
Reverend J. C. Barr, the first pastor, ministered 
faithfully to the needs of the community and added 
to the roll 105 new names. The little building could 
not house the growing congregation, so in 1866 it 
was decided to build a larger edifice of brick and 
stone where the present church now stands. This 
was completed in six months and_ dedicated 
February 1867. In 1880 the structure was raised and 
a lecture room built underneath. An account which 
appeared in The Republic of February 24, 1867, 
reads as follows: “The edifice is capable of seating 
three hundred fifty persons. It is heated with a 
furnace. The windows—Gothic in form—are beauti- 
fully stained glass through which the light comes 
toned and mellowed, and when the ceiling and walls 
shall be frescoed, and the pews are finished, it 
will greatly exceed in beauty and taste any church 
edifice in the city.’”’ The cost of the building and 
furnishing was about $7,400.00. A large cabinet 
organ was presided over by Mrs. Sims. 

In 1880 the expense of operating was $1,000.00. 
Fifty years later it had increased to $5,000—at the 
present time it is $20,000.00. 

Following are the pastors who have served the 
church: J. C. Barr, 1864-71; C. W. Hayes, 1873-74; 
A. I. Stead, 1874-78; C. H. Purmort, 1879-82; E. L. 
Williams, 1882-85; H. B. Knight, 1885-86; J. M. 
Linn, 1886-91; W. W. Johnston, 1891-94; E. W. Mc- 
Clusky, 1894-96; W. E. Kimball, 1896-99; Edward 
d’Argent, 1899-1902; J. I. Dool, 1902-05; F. A. 
Smiley, 1906-10; E. E. DeLong, 1910-14; J. Turner 
Hood, 1914-20; W. H. Harberts, 1920-23; H. K. Fox, 
1923-25; W. E. Hogg, 1925-35; J. M. Stevenson, 1935 
until his death in October, 1944; P. T. Smith, 1945- 
53; J. W. Johnston 1953. 

In 1918 under the pastorate of Dr. J. T. Hood, the 
church was remodeled to its present size, building 
an addition on the east side of the original structure 
to accomodate the Sunday School and youth 
activities. 


A pipe organ was installed in 1915, which served 
the congregation for many years, and was replaced 
by an electric organ in 1948, given in memory of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ogden by her husband Otis. Mrs. 
Attie Offerle has served as church organist for many 
years. 

Beginning in 1953, under the pastorate of Rev. J. W. 
Johnston, the exterior of the church was resurfaced, - 
and the interior was completely remodeled. This 
was done to provide better facilities for an up-to- 
date christian education program. 


During the past ten years, the General Assembly has 
promoted new programs and new organizations. The 
session now operates under the rotating system. In 
1955 the women’s societies merged into one 
organization. (The United Presbyterian Women). 
The church schoo] is now using, “Faith and Life 
Curriculum—a program of study for the whole 
church family—in a departmentalized church school, 
administered by the committee of Christian 
Education and a dedicated staff of teachers. The 
young married couples are affiliated with the 
Mariners Club-a national organization of the United 
Presbyterian Church. The high school people are 
working with and enjoying the Jr-Hi and Sr-Hi 
Westminster Fellowships. 

In 1958 the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
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merged with United Presbyterian Church of North 
America, it is now called the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. The church in Geneseo was 
included in the merger, but it still retains the name, 
First Presbyterian Church”’. 

Thus down the decades through storm and stress 
has this church been a witness to the “Faith of the 
fathers’—ministering to the needs of the commu- 
nity, molding lives, and giving to the hungry 
multitudes, the Bread of Life. 


Assembly of God 


The Assembly of God Church was instituted in 
Geneseo, in 1941 by Rev. and Mrs. James Hyl- 
berg. They were both formerly Bible School 
teachers from Zion, Illinois. They rented a build- 
ing on South State Street (now the V.F.W.) and 
a building fund was started. 

Under the pastorate of Rev. Reginald Smith a 
lot was purchased at 608 East North Street and the 
present church was erected. Additional work on 
the church was completed during the pastorate 
ee Harry Lee who served five years from 


The church has been served by Rev Hylberg, 
Rev. Fred Krumweide (1945), Rev, Harold Rich- 
ardson (1947), Rev. Joseph Hanna (1949), Rev. 
Smith (1952), and Rev. Lee (1955). 


Ebenezer t 


Pink Prairie Church was built in 1869 under the 
pastorate of V. Forkel. By 1897 it was defunct 
and a new church was organized at Ebenezer 
School (now the Warren Painter family Home) 
consisting of sixteen members, under the pastorate 
of E. O. Rife. Ebenezer Camp Ground meetings 
were initiated in 1898 on land donated by Wil- 
liam Painter and known as “Painter’s Grove’, 
As a result of the religious impact of these meet- 
ings, another church was organized in the Oak 
Ridge School. On October 23, 1899 the two groups 
met and incorporated at Oak Ridge School, nam- 
ing the new Corporation, “The Ebenezer Church”. 
They purchased and demolished the old Pink 
Prairie Church and used the materials in con- 
structing the new Ebenezer Church, which was 
pecivated June 10, 1900, A. C. Hoffman being the 
astor. 


A fellowship and recreation basement-parlor (1947) 
and a new narthex (1953) were later added. The 
Church was renovated and rededicated Novem- 
ber 22, 1953 under Pastorate of Wallace Gabel. 
It was repainted and redecorated again in 1960. 
The Church reached its zenith with 87 members 
in 1956. The present membership is 68. Since 1957 it 
has been part of The Loraine Larger Parish pro- 
gram, 


Unitarian 


On October 27, 1868, the first Unitarian Society of 
Geneseo was organized. The name was later changed 
to The First Unitarian Church of Geneseo, Illinois. 
Its aim, “In the love of truth we unite in the wor- 
ship of God and the service of Man.” The beautiful 
church representing the English Gothic architecture 
was built in 1871. 

The first pastor, Rev. Milton J. Miller, was called to 


this church for one year. He remained as an active 
minister for twenty-two years and as Minister 
Emeritus for twenty-nine years, a pastorate of fifty- 
one years. Rev. and Mrs. Miller devoted their life- 
time to the Unitarian society and to the community. 
Together they placed $15,000 in trust as endowment 
for the society and also gave it a parsonage. Mrs. 
Miller left $20,000 in a fund to provide help for 
“working women”. 

The ideals of Unitarianism have prompted its 
members to worthy effort in service for this 
community. The J. C. Hammond Library was a gift 
of parishioner Joseph C. Hammond to Geneseo. 
John Hammond, his son, gave the hospital to the 
community. Both men left funds for help in 
maintaining these institutions. 

As parishioners died or moved from Geneseo and 
the membership dwindled, it became evident that 
it would be advisable to discontinue services and 
close the church. In 1954, the building was sold to 
the Episcopal Church. 

It was with regret that the remaining members of 
the Unitarian Church gave up their church home, 
but they are gratified with the knowledge that it 
is still in use as a place of worship. 

Its endowment fund, insofar as it belonged to the 
various agencies of the general Unitarian Church, 
was turned over to those agencies. With the consent 
of one of those agencies, a liberal gift to our hospital 
was made. Added to the memorial tablet honoring 
Joseph and John C. Hammond, at the hospital is 
the following inscription: 

“FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF GENESEO, 
WESTERN UNITARIAN CONFERENCE 

DONORS IN 1954 OF GIFT IN MEMORY 

OF JOHN C. HAMMOND, A LOYAL MEMBER.” 
That the tradition of public spirit and generosity 
survived is shown by the will of George B. Dedrick, 
the son of one of the church’s founders, and himself 
the last president of the church’s board of trustees. 
After making liberal provision for the members of 
his family, Mr. Dedrick left the balance of his estate, 
amounting to approximately a million dollars, in 
charitable trust, for the benefit of Geneseo. This 
is the largest single charitable gift ever given to 
this community. 


John’s 


St. John’s Lutheran Church of Edford, was found- 
ed in 1869, under the leadership of Rev. F. Horn 
of Geneseo. It had its beginnings before 1864, 
with services being held at the Edford Center 
Schoolhouse. 

The first house of worship was built on land 
donated by William Klewin, and dedicated Sep- 
tember 16, 1872. It cost approximately $2,000. Rev. 
J. P. Guenther was the first resident pastor, in- 
stalled in 1874. In 1895 the church was enlarged 
and rededicated. 

Under the pastorate of Rev. Carl Hilgendorf the 
building was raised four feet and a basement 
added. A new entrance was added, the balcony 
changed and electricity installed. The interior was 
remodeled and art glass windows were installed. 
A Hinners pipe organ was donated by Mrs. 
Amelia Wiese. Dedication was held on January 
9, 1927. 

The growth of the Sunday School and the congre- 
gation made additional room necessary. A new 
church was built and dedicated on June 12, 1960. 
The old structure, remodeled, now serves as main 
entrance, Narthex, rest rooms, Sunday School 
robms, etc. 

The main floor seats 260, with overflow of 100 
in the Narthex. This is glassed off, from the Nave 
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of the church. An additional 30 persons may be 
seated in the balcony. The large cross over the 
door sets the theme and is repeated by the large 
cross over the Altar. The interior is of natural 
wood with sweeping arches and stained glass 
windows. 

The Chancel is divided by a Communion rail. The 
inner Chancel, including the cross, altar and rail, 
is set apart by the darker wood, This symbolizes 
the Holy of Holies in the Temple. The A & O 
symbols on the Altar are the first (Alpha) and 
last (Omega) letters of the Greek alphabet sym- 
bolizing Christ as the beginning and end. The 
IHS is an ancient Greek form of the name “Jesus”. 
The outer Chancel is entered by the congre- 
gation and its furniture matches the Nave furni- 
ture. 

The following pastors have been installed and 
served the church: Rev. J. P. Guenther (1874), 
Rev. Loeschen (1879), Rev. Ph. Wille (1886), 
Rev. A. C. Mennicke (1892), Rev. Thies (1924), 
Rev. Carl Hilgendorf (1926), Rev. Walter Uhlig 
(1951), and Rev. Kenneth Wessel (1956). 


St. Peter’s 


St. Peter’s Evangelical Church, formerly known 
as “The Brick Church in Edford”, was organized 
in 1873 with 28 members who were of German 
descent and of the Evangelical faith brought from 
Germany. While first worshipping in the corner 
school house, they built their little brick church 
in 1877, which still stands in an enlarged edifice. 
Its first constitution was adopted in 1878, from 
which time records were kept of baptisms, con- 
firmations, weddings funerals, etc. Rev. Jacob 
Baer was its first pastor. From the time of its or- 
ganization the congregation was served by 
Evangelical Synod pasiors. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Theo. Krueger in 
1904 the church building was enlarged and re- 
modeled, adding the imposing steeple and bell 
tower with a 2,000 pound bell, which to this day 
is the only church bell in Edford Township, In 
1905 the use of English was introduced for eve- 
ning services, and in 1920, for morning worship. 
Other interior innovations were made with the 
changes of the times, and in 1948 the electric 
organ was installed. 

A modern Christian Education wing was added 


to the sanctuary in 1954, while Rev. F. C. Schmidt 
was pastor. Besides five classrooms it has rest 
rooms, kitchen and an assembly or dining room. 
A modern heating system was also installed at 
this time. The chancel was rebuilt in 1959, the 
ae Pastor Schmidt resigned to retire in Iowa 
ity. 
The present pastor is Dr. Calvin W, Franz, who 
came here in August of 1959. Since his ministry 
the church name has changed to St. Peter’s United 
Church of Christ, to conform with the denomina- 
tion’s name since its merger with the Congre- 
gational Christians in 1957, 
Other recent innovations are the use of regular 
Sunday worship bulletin, purchase of additional 
new hymnals, erecting of a new church sign on 
Highway 6 corner, building of concrete church 
steps and parsonage improvements. During April 
of this year the sanctuary was completely re- 
decorated, including walls, pews and the floor. 
St. Peter’s congregation has approximately 110 
communicant members and a Sunday School of 
70, drawn from the community and from Gene- 
seo, Osco, Colona, Cleveland, Carbon Cliff and 
The Cities. Its organizations are an active choir, 
Women’s Guild, Men’s Fellowship and Young 
Adult Fellowship. Additional property are a large 
modern parsonage, two-car garage and several 
acres of land. The churchyard is a lovely elm 
grove newly landscaped around the church this 
spring. It is located in Edford Township 6% miles 
from Geneseo on Church Road. The _ present 
councilmen are Ernest Meier (president), Darrell 
Miller, Darrell Erdman, Leyden Shipman, James 
Gunter and Eugene Higgerson. The congregation 
looks forward to observing its 90th Anniversary 
in 1963. 
The pastors having served St. Peter’s Church and 
their time of ministry during its history of 88 
years are as follows: Reverends Jacob Baer (1878), 
A. Blumer (1880), Samuel Suter (1882), J. Hauck 
(1890), Albert Winterick (1892), C. D. Reichle 
(1896), Theo F. Krueger (1899), George Bohn 
(1900), Theo. F, Krueger (1902), G. Horst (1906), 
E. H. Eilers (1913), G. D. Fleer (1915), Wm. Blas- 
berg (1919), A.Langendorf (1922), A. Hosto (1924), 
John Dippel (1928), F. O. Claussen (1932), G, D. 
Fleer (1936), C. H. Uthiaut (1937), R. K. Wobbe 
(1940), Max Schultz (1943), F. C. Schmidt (1951), 
Calvin W. Franz (1959). 
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The big flood in Geneseo happened on June 1, 1920. This picture shows the water at the 
corner of State and First. The Pierce insurance building, formerly the Farmers National 
Bank, is shown at the right. Visible at the left center are the two buildings where Geneseo 
Theatre and Yelmgren & Walter are now standing. 
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More water in evidence. This is the area to the immediate right of the Geneseo Telephone 
company now occupied by Miller’s Sinclair station. To the right are some of The Red Mill 


buildings and Jack Greene’s restaurant. . 
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Organizations 


The history of Geneseo cannot be written without 
the mention of the many organizations that have 
formed to give the opportunity for associated self- 
improvement, community service and recreation. 
It is impossible to mention the name of each 
organization that has been active during the past 
125 years. It is just as impossible to mention the 
names of all the individuals who have added to the 
progress of the city. 


Just as the colonies were formed to found a town, 
so have groups banded together to further their 
interests. Each group has donated money and 
priceless hours to make this a better community. 


Stewart Lodge No. 92 


Stewart Lodge was named in honor of Roderick R. 
Stewart, one of the charter members of the Lodge 
and one of the charter members of the Geneseo 
Colony. This lodge was organized in 1848 and grant- 
ed a charter October 9th, 1850. 


True to the tenets and traditions of free-masonry, 
many of the masonic brothers of the earlier days 
of Geneseo, played important roles in the history 
and development of Geneseo and _ surrounding 
territory. 


In 1949, Stewart Lodge laid the corner stone of its 
new temple with the Grand Master and other grand 
officers present to add lustre to the ceremony. 


In 1950 Stewart Lodge was one hundred years old 
but delayed the observance of its Centennial until 
1951 to include the dedication of its temple simulta- 
neously. 


The new temple has become the focal point of social 
activity in our community by virtue of being the 
home of Stewart Lodge 92, Geneseo Chapter No. 
275, Order of the Eastern Star and Geneseo Chapter 
No. 12, Royal Arch Masons. 


In 1950 the Order of Eastern Star instituted the 
Order of Rainbow for Girls, ably supervised by 
Mrs. Glenn R. Holland until 1961 at which time 
Mrs. Donald E. Johnson assumed the role of Mother 
Advisor. Their Charter was granted in 1951. This 
organization now provides a wholesome social out- 
let for approximately 75 of our young girls. 


In 1954 Geneseo Chapter No. 12 Royal Arch Masons 
instituted the Order of DeMolay, also ably supervis- 
ed by Herbert Hamilton. Their Charter was granted 
in 1955. This is an organization for boys and young 
men of the community. 


Additionally, Stewart Lodge members have formed 
the Masonic Fellowship Club which seeks mainly to 
accentuate the increased opportunities for fellow- 
ship afforded by our new temple for our member- 
ship and interested friends and to present weil 
supervised dances for the young people. 


The following is a list of the Worshipful Masters 
of Stewart Lodge who have served since 1935; Elmer 
J. Goembel, C. Bernard Benson, William Wiesjahn, 
Howard C. Glatthaar, John S. Myers, J. Clinton 
Snodgrass, Merle W. Schroeder, Glenn R. Holland, 
Guy C. Ole, Roy A. Klavine, Carroll W. Wiese, 
Henry G. Wiese, Charles T. Chrisop, Wray R. Baker, 
Howard W. Ford, Morris C. Peterson, Arthur J. 
Atwell, Lawrence V. Jordan, Russell L. Torreyson, 
Loren L. Heller, Adelbert R. Blood, Robert L. 
Vermeire, Ear] M. Daniels, Donald E. Johnson, C. 
Elmer Larson and Orval A. Paxson. 


Northwest Club 


The club was founded in January, 1912. For some 
time the Northwest Club was affiliated with the 
County Federated Clubs. This status was changed 
in June, 1946, when the members voted to with- 
draw. It is now a closed membership of 24 women. 
While this is essentially a Homemaker’s Club, the 
members are alert to and cognizant of worldwide 
cultural, financial, political and social issues of the 
present day. Programs are carefully selected with 
the thought of being informative, while improving 
everyday activities. Members have contributed 
financially and cooperatively to many causes. 


Members giving the program give much thought 
and spend many hours in research on the subjects 
assigned. Guest speakers have been invited and 
guest meetings are held occasionally. 


The Northwest Club was a part of the Farmers 
Institute until that organization was discontinued. 
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday, ten 
months of the year, at 2 p.m. Mrs. Alice Greene is 
president at this time. 


Geneseo Junior 


Woman’s Club 


The Geneseo Junior Woman’s Club, in 1935, was the 
first Junior Woman’s Club of the 15th District. It 
was organized by Mrs. Charles S. Young, who also 
acted as the club’s first advisor. 


The club has sponsored many local projects and 
has participated in all civic affairs. They have 
contributed time and money whenever needed. They 
have purchased furniture for a room at Hammond- 
Henry Hospital, tables and chairs for the public 
library, a film strip machine for the grade school, 
an incubator for the hospital, and playground 
equipment for the City Park. 

During the World War II years, they spent untold 
hours assisting with Red Cross activities, War Loan 
Drive, sugar rationing and sending articles to Schick 
Veterans Hospital. In 1952-53, the whole town was 
“Swimming Pool” conscious, and the club eagerly 
helped contribute to this fund. They have contrib- 
uted heavily to all of the State Federation projects 
and have been active in the “objectionable literature 
drive’. 

Mrs. William Bessant has been Club Advisor for 
many years. 


This young club has worked on many more projects 
that have not been listed, but which have very 
important and helpful to our growing community. 
Presidents of the club during its 25-year history 
have been; Mesdames Theo. Becker, Russell Beach- 
ler, Marion Heckel, Harvey Heeren, Carl Mc- 
Clenning, Miss Irene Krueger, Mesdames William 
Haack, Leo Schmidt, Horace Lee, Eldon Carlson, 
Martin Angevine, William Kirman, Beverlee Boleen, 
Miss Eleanor Jaquet, Mesdames Wesley Miller, 
Harold Betcher, Clarence Swanson, Allen Nelson, 
Clayton Williams, Hayden DeDecker, Alvin Gehn, 
George Pinks Joann Quillin, Warren Nelson and 
Richard Wheelbarger. 
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Woman’s Christian 


Temperance Union 


During the 87 years of existance of the W.C.T.U., 
it has had only eight presidents, a remarkable 
record of leadership! 


This organization became a corporate body under 
the laws of the State of Illinois, January 27, 1892. 
It is a non-profit organization. 


The W.C.T.U. is probably the oldest organization of 
a civic nature in Geneseo. The national founder, 
Miss Frances Willard, lectured here twice. Pictures 
of this noted woman have been presented to each 
of the public schools. 


The motto of the W.C.T.U. is “For God and home 
and every land’, striving toward its aim, “law 
enforcement for the United States and prohibition 
for the world”. 


The Flower Mission work goes on throughout the 
year, remembering shut-ins, the bereaved and 
lonely. For 50 years members have provided treats 
and a program at the convalescent Home, in memory 
of Jennie Cassaday, a crippled girl, who started the 
Flower Mission. 


Mrs. Mabelle Sand, who has been president of the 
W.C.T.U. for over 25 years, started the ‘Loyal 
Temperance Legion” for boys and girls from six to 
twelve years of age. The “Youth Temperance 
Council” is made up of teenagers. These boys and 
girls are the foundation of total abstinence. 


Under Christian citizenship, the motto is “Vote 
and get out the vote’. This department sees that 
information is given to the public. Temperance 
films are shown in local schools. The W.C.T.U. has 
also sponsored floats in Geneseo’s parades, and 
essay contests and has made donations to the 
building fund of the State organization. 


Membership to date, numbers 108 women and 38 
men (honorary members). 


The presidents and their terms of office are as 
follows: 


Mrs. John T. Pierce, 1874-1875; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Steele Taylor, 1875-1876; Mrs. Harriet Cone Miller, 
1876-1915 with the exception of a year or two dur- 
ing which Mrs. Martha K. Graves was president; 
Mrs. Hattie E. Sieben, 1923-1935; and Mrs. Mabelle 
Sand from 1935. 


Geneseo Country Club 


The Geneseo Country Club was originally organized 
in 1912 under the name of the Outing Club. A club- 
house was built in 1923 at a cost of $5,000. In earlier 
years of the Club there were activities such as 
tennis, horseshoe, roque, croquet, golf, swimming, 
card parties, dances, canoeing, skating and toboggan 
sliding. 

As years passed, the interest in some of these games 
diminished leaving golf, dancing, skating and a little 
tennis as the main activities, outside of family 
picnicing. In 1955 a new group was introduced to 
the Club. About 30 families of a Motor Boat Club 
merged with the Outing Club. This group beautified 
the canal front below the clubhouse. Docks were in- 
stalled and a patio built. A winding cement walk 
was laid up to the clubhouse. They also installed 
a boat ramp. As in the early days, this work was 
done by the members. They now enjoy many hours 
of picnicing on the patio, boating and have enter- 
tained with many water skiing shows. ; 
In 1942, a group of men under the co-chairmanship 


of Frank Brown and James Terry, purchased grass 
greens from a private Princeton Club. They trans- 
ported the greens to our Club in trucks. With the 
cooperation of the entire membership, who worked 
in their sparetime, the project was completed and 
ready for use in the Spring of 1943. Over $3,000 was 
raised from members and business men in Geneseo 
to pay for these greens. 


Dues have changed from time to time. They are 
now $76.00 per year. The old mortgage on the Club 
has been paid off this year. It has been voted by 
members to refinance the Club to pay for an 
extensive remodeling program which is expected to 
be completed in 1961. 


The membership has increase to 210 families as of 
this year. 


Atlantic Union 


The Atlantic Union Committee was organized in 
1951 in response to a telegram from retired U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Owen J. Roberts. The Rev. 


Pryor T. Smith, pastor of the First Presbyterian 


Church of Geneseo a former missionary to South 
America, served as first president of the local group. 
Unlike advocates of world government who pro- 
pose to federate all nations at once, regardless of 
their form of government, the Atlantic Union 
Committee seeks to unite only the democracies and 
nations with free elections and a Bill of Rights, 
actually enforced. It would function within the 
framework of the United Nations. 


The Atlantic Union bill became a law August 24, 
1960. The bill provides for a “‘citizen’s commission 
on NATO”, made up of 20 U.S. citizens, appointed 
by Congress, to meet with representatives from 
other NATO countries to explore means of achieving 
greater cooperation and unity in order to promote 
treedom. The bulk of the work still remains to be 
done. 


Northside Book Club 


One organization in town has only one meeting a 
year, elects only two officers, Secretary-Treasurer, 
but does a lot of reading in between the annual 
meetings. It is the North Side Book Club, started 
in 1881 or 1882 by Miss Sara Allan. Its purpose was 
to provide more reading material for its members. 
The group is still going strong. It no longer sub- 
scribes to St. Nicholas and the London Graphic, as 
it did in the beginning years, but it has continuously 
ordered Harper’s since 1881. 


Magazines and books are passed from member to 
member every Saturday. The participants have the 
pleasure of reading a good variety of the best in 
periodicals and new books but do not have the 
problem of storing them. 


This interest in reading reflects the interest in things 
literary which is present in Geneseo. One of the 
current members passes around his copies of Variety 
which add spice to the other fare which includes 
many magazines from Popular Mechanics to the 
New Yorker. 


At the annual meeting, the year’s accumulation of 
books and magazines is auctioned off. And it’s a 
spirited meeting to see who can outbid whom for 
the stack of National Geographics or the Holidays. 
This club has been in continous operation since its 
organization. 
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Geneseo Music Club 


It is often the mistaken opinion that clubs and 
organizations just happen, but in truth, each one 
grows out of a need. Twenty-six years ago Mrs. 
Phineas Morrow founded The Geneseo Music Study 
Club. She was asked to serve as president at the 
first meeting held October 21, 1935. 


The purpose of this organization was to advance the 
interest, and to promote the culture of music in 
the community. The club was limited to a member- 
ship of thirty-five women. 

Each member, in turn, prepared papers on the lives 
of composers, the interpretation of music and the 
appreciation of music. Each program was illustrated 
by instrumental and vocal selections from the com- 
posers being studied. 


In March of 1954 the constitution was revised and 
the name was changed to “The Geneseo Music 
Club”. In 1953, 1955, 1957 and 1960, members 
presented the Christmas Vesper program. The club 
has sponsored seven students at a summer music 
camp, during the last six years. They have contrib- 
uted 28 books on the lives of composers or music, 
to the Geneseo library. 


The past presidents of the club are as follows: Louise 
Morrow, Alice Greene, Attie Offerle, Esther Riven- 
burg, Edith Hayes, Dorothea Swanson, Eunice 
Higginbotham, Hazel Feldman, Leora Anderson, 
Reenste Baum, Geneva Millikin, Ruth Hagelin, 
Clara Kasnick (deceased), Peg Vermedahl, Wilma 
Bohmker, Gladys Smith, Lois Sieben, Mildred Kay, 
Hope Wellstein and Evelyn Heller. 


Kiwanis Club 


Kiwanis in Geneseo celebrates its forty-first birth- 
day this year. First organized in Geneseo in 
November, 1920, Kiwanis has provided a non- 
sectarian and non-political men’s service club. 
Though now composed primarily of a second gener- 
ation of business and professional men, farmers, and 
other public spirited citizens, the club still has two 
of its original members. These are C. D. Ford, 
veteran seed grower, and J. D. Darnall, retired 
superintendent of the Geneseo schools, and a past 
president of Kiwanis for the year 1924. 


During the great depression of the thirties, the 
club’s affiliation with the International organiza- 
tion was suspended. However, a nucleus was kept 
together throughout this period by a Community 
Club which met monthly for dinner meetings and 
programs. In 1937, after five years as a non- 
affiliated club, Kiwanis was reactivated in Geneseo. 
The past twenty-four years have been active indeed. 
Principal emphasis of Kiwanis has been on service 
to youth. The long term enterprise of Kiwanis in 
Geneseo is sponsorship of Scout Troop 131 (formerly 
Si). Kiwanis provides the leaders of the troop, 
arranges a regular meeting room, and contributes 
the needed financial support. Another important 
feature for which Kiwanis is known, both in 
Geneseo and throughout the country, is KID’S DAY. 
In Geneseo this has taken the form of a large, in- 
formal, outdoor pet, hobby, dress up and activity 
show, followed by a parade of the children through 
the business district. The emphasis is always on fun. 
Nearly every town boy and girl now in Geneseo’s 
public schools has shown his wares or paraded in 
one or more Kiwanis KID’S DAY. Kite flying, 
bicycle rodeos, safety lane checks and an auto- 
mobile rodeo, all sponsored by Kiwanis, have 
provided fun and activity for our youth. 


A roster of past Kiwanis Presidents provides a cross 
section of Geneseo business and professional life. 
Following are listed the presidents of the past twen- 
ty-five years.and their activity: 


Beachler, Russell J., Manufacturer; *Greene, Jack 
J., Theater Owner; Hoy, Rev. Jeffery D., Minister; 
Terry, James H., Publisher; Young, Dr. Worling R., 
Physician; Casey, Rev. Francis J., Priest; Ward, 
Frank, Auto Dealer; Lee, Horace, Oil Distributor; 
Frels, Benjamin, Farmer; Fulk, Lyle, Grocer; Burgin, 
Merl, Utilities Superintendent; Holley, Donald, 
Teacher; Snow, W. E., Implement Dealer; Hanford, 
William, Insurance Broker; Brokaw, Wilbur, Teach- 
er; Klavohn, Don, Merchant; Bestor, Stanley, Auto 
Dealer; Nash, James, Lumber Co. Manager; White, 
Robert H., Lawyer; Wellstein, Dr. A. W., Physician; 
Millikin, Rex, Superintendent of Schools; Roloff, 
Leo, Salesman; Koop, Robert, Salesman; Chamber- 
lain, Ogden H., Lawyer; Stone, Edward J., Lawyer; 
Bowman, John, Utilities Superintendent. 
“Deceased. 


Three former presidents have been selected as Lt. 
Governors of the divisional organization. These are 
Russ Beachler—1942; Merl Burgin—1948; A. W. 
Wellstein—1956. Present leadership of the Club is 
in the hands of President John Bowman, a utility 
superintendent, and Vice Presideint James Wachtel, 
an insurance representative. 


With a current membership of 45 men, the club 
meets each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m., in the dining rooms 
of Trinity Episcopal Church. Following a dinner 
meeting, the members are variously entertained, 
educated and inspired by a variety of excellent pro- 
grams and speakers. More important, Kiwanis 
provides to each new generation of public spirited 
citizens a vehicle for service to Geneseo. 


VEW Auxiliary. 


The Auxiliary was instituted on November 28, 1947, 
with 44 members installed. 

The Auxiliary contributes to all local drives and 
in the last few years have had charge of the Cancer 
Drive. They do hospital work at the East Moline 
State Hospital and also give contributions of money, 
clothing and articles of rehabilitation. 

Every year a Christmas party is given for the 
children of the Post and Auxiliary members. Santa 
is always there with toys and treats. Toys are also 
distributed to needy children of the community. 
Members serve as costume judges at the Post 
sponsored Mummers Parade. The Auxiliary marches 
in every Memorial Day Parade and enters a float 
in the Fourth of July Parade. 

The members have a baseball team and a bowling 
team. They have played many benefit games. For 
fun and profit, the Auxiliary have had bake sales, 
potluck suppers, silent auctions, chili suppers, fish 
and hamburger fries and a home talent show. Every 
year the members sell Buddy Poppies for Veterans 
Day. : 

In 1958 Mrs. Naomi Wilkins was a Department 
Color Bearer and is presently serving as District 
Color Bearer. Mrs. Fred Peterson was District 
Patriotic Instructor. Mrs. Genevieve Specht, District 
Color Bearer, Mrs. Devon Miller, District Secretary 
and Mrs. Ramon -Chavez, District President are 
serving at the present time. 

Presidents have been: Mrs. Fred Peterson, Mrs. 
Glenn Carlson, Mrs. Dale Giebel, Mrs. Charles 
Wright, Mrs. Don Giebel, Mrs. Francis Stotmeister, 
Mrs. Genevieve Specht, Mrs. Ramon Chavez, Mrs. 
Naomi Wilkins, Mrs. Harry Klavon, Mrs. Paul 
Kropp, Mrs. Delbert Happel, Mrs. Robert Rogers 
and Mrs. Oliver Shelton. 
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Complete Lawn and Garden Supplies 
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Zimmerman & Smith CHERRY’S 
Barber Shop “Since 1929” 


Geneseo, Illinois 


Boy Scouts 


Scouting has thrived thru the years in Geneseo be- 
cause of the efforts of many men, some still living 
and active, some retired and some who have passed 
away. The time and energy they expended freely 
for our boys can be measured only in their own 
satisfaction of a job well done, and the knowledge 
that many Geneseo boys have been given inspiration 
eae leadership along the way toward better citizen- 
ship. 

Originally the Scouts in. Geneseo were associated 
with the Kewanee Council, but about 1927 Geneseo 
and Cambridge as well as most of Henry County, 
with the exception of Kewanee and Galva, were 
placed in the Moline Area Council. This council 
had seven districts, and the towns of Geneseo and 
Cambridge made up the Hennepin or Hennepin- 
Western District. In 1957 the Moline Area Council 
was reorganized into only two districts and Geneseo 
then became a part of the Three Rivers District. In 
1959 the Moline Area Council merged with the Fort 
Armstrong Council of Rock Island to form the Sac- 
Fox Council. Geneseo is now in the Three Rivers 
District of the Sac-Fox Council. 


The names of many men well known to all in 
Geneseo have been on the Scouting rolls at the 
District and Council level. 


Charles C. Hanford was Chairman of the distirct 
for quite a few years until the end of 1939. He also 
served on the Executive Board of the Council. 


Dr. A. W. Wellsten was District Chairman from 1939 
to 1957, a member of the Executive Board of the 
Council until 1960, and is now a member of the 
Advisory Committee of the Council. He also served 
the Council as Vice-President for several years. 


Merl Burgin served as a District Vice-Chairman for 
several years. 


Edward J. Stone served the Council as a District 
Commissioner and was responsible for the continued 
operation of several of the present scout units. 


Horace M. Adams has, since 1954, served as a 
District Vice-Chairman and member of the Council 
Executive Board. 


Others who have served in some of the many 
activities of the District and Council are: Rev. J. D. 
Hoy, B. E. Sommers, Phineas Morrow, Charles H. 
Atwood, J. A. Bradley, Carl Glawe, J. H. White, 
Wendell Stadel, J. R. Beachler, Earl Cherry, J. D. 
Darnall, Dr. P. J. Doering, Fred W. Felske, Jack J. 
Greene, C. R. Lash, C. F. Moburg, Dr. W. R. Young, 


-Frank Ward, Stanley Bestor, James H. Terry, Rev. 


Waldo S. Richards, Albert V. Sieben, Judge Conway 
Spanton, Horace Lee, Roy Combs, John Bowman, 
Ogden Chamberlain, James Nash, Rev. Elmer F. 
Sahlgren, H. G. Thayer, Charles Blankenfeld, Rich- 
ard Cotton, Oscar Christensen and Tom Bartlett. 
During the over fifty years that Boy Scouting has 
been in existence, Geneseo has at one time or 
another had nine different units of Cub Scouts or 
Boy Scouts or Explorer Scouts. Of the nine which 
were started, six are still functioning - 


1. The oldest is Troop 131, which was organized in 
1917 by the Rev. Roy W. Merrifield, a former pastor 
of the First Congregational Church, as Troop No. 1. 
The number was changed to 31 in 1929 and again 
changed in 1959 to its present 131. This troop has 
been sponsored by the Kiwanis Club since 1926. 
Some of the men who have served as Scoutmaster 
for this troop are- Rev Merrifield, R. M. White, 
Kenneth Smith, Rev. Fr. F. E. Walsh, Emil Bennet, 
Rev. H. K. Fox, Clarence Bleu, Quentin Rife, Rev. 
J. D. Hoy, Lewis McLaughlin, Russell Scott, John 
Garwood, Bob Dorothy, Robert Koop, Harold 


Douglas, Edward J. Stone, and presently, Wayne 
Palmgren. 


2. The next is Pack 139, which was organized in 
1941 by the Geneseo PTA with Kenneth Tell as the 
first Cubmaster. This pack was started as No. 9 and 
the present number, 139, was assigned in 1959. After 
the PTA was disbanded, the Amvets took over the 
pack in 1946 and sponsored it until 1951, when the 
then young Rotary Club took over and has con- 
tinued until the present time. Cubmasters serving 
after Mr. Tell were James A. Haff, Jack Little, 
Walter L. Smith, Carl Holstrom, Horace M. Adams, 
James Kewley. Donald H. Collier, John Green- 
wood, and at present, William H. Bean. This pack is 
well known for its annual pancake supper put on by 
the Rotary Club. 


3. In 1945 the Men’s Brotherhood of the First 
Lutheran Church assumed sponsorship of two scout 
units, Troop 32 in July and Pack 27 in September. 
Both of these units are still sponsored by the 
Brotherhood. 

A. Troop 32 was a reorganization of old troop No. 2 
which had functioned from 1928 to 1930 with Fred 
L. Rieg as Scoutmaster. The new troop had 9 boys 
and nine adult leaders, including Thomas M. Bart- 
lett as Scoutmaster. The membership under Mr. 
Bartlett’s able leadership grew until at one time 34 
boys were enjoying all of the fun of Scouting. 
Following Mr. Bartlett have been Joel Goreth and 
the present Scoutmaster, Charles Hanford. One of 
the highlites of this troop’s activities was its 10th 
anniversary banquet and homecoming for all former 


_ members in 1955. The troop number was changed 


to 127 in July 1959. 

B. Pack 27, changed to Pack 127 in July 1959, was 
organized with Oscar S. Christensen as the first 
Cubmaster. Among the men who have served as 
Cubmaster following Mr. Christensen are Forrest 
Holmstrom, Joseph Vermedahl, Lester Moline and 
the present Cubmaster, Donald Anderson. 


4. Explorer Post 132 was organized in 1955 with 
the Geneseo Volunteer Fire Department as sponsor 
and William Hodgson as Advisor. The Explorer pro- 
gram of the Boy Scouts of America is for boys from 
14 years on up, and endeavors to give them training 
in the social graces as well as a continuation of 
the basic scouting program. Advisors who have 
helped with this post have been’ John Bowman and 
the present Advisor, Richard Engels. 

5. The baby of the Scouting program in Geneseo is 
Cub Pack 100. This pack was organized by the 
Parent’s Club of St. Malachy’s Church in April 1959. 
Edward Paxton was the first and present Cubmaster. 


Three units which are no longer in existence are: 
1. Ship No. 32 of Sea Scouts which were the fore- 
runners of the present Explorer Scouts. This ship 
was organized in February 1930 with the Rev. J. D. 
Hoy as skipper. During the ten years that it was 
active, many older boys and young men made 
numerous trips on the Hennepin canal and Missis- 
sippi River in the naval cutter which the Rev. Hoy 
and Rev. Willis E. Hoag fitted out for the group. 
2. Boy Scout Troop No. 30 was organized in 1935 
with Lewis McLaughlin as Scoutmaster. During the 
years 1935 to 1940 this troop was very active, and 
the name of Lewis McLaughlin was synonymous 
with Boy Scouts in Geneseo. 


3. Ship No. 131 was active from November 1950 
to November 1952 with William Myers as Skipper. 
This unit had a ship on the canal and made several 
excursions with it during the few years the unit 
was active. 

In 1933 the Geneseo Scouts, both Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, were very fortunate in being the recip- 
ients of a gift of a campsite and a cabin located on 
the bank of the Hennepin canal near the Geneseo 
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Y% Mile West on Rt. 6 PHONE 4400 Geneseo, Illinois 
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Geneséo Geneseo 
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%& NEW IDEA « rath Party Arrangements 


Country Club. This was made possible through the 
generosity of Mrs. Carrie Cole, who donated $1,000 
and the campsite; Mrs. J. P. Baum, who gave $110; 
Mrs. Susan Harper, who contributed $100; Geneseo 
business firms who furnished materials at cost, and 
Geneseo men who donated their services to con- 
struct the cabin. The cabin was dedicated in 
September 1933 and was named the William W. 
Cole Memorial cabin in honor of the donor’s 
husband. 


In January 1952 an additional 2% acres of land 
was added to the Scout cabin area. This was a gift 
by Mr. and Mrs. George D. Leonhart as a memorial 
to the memory of Mrs. Leonhart’s parents, Irvin 
P. and Ruth R. Heaps. 


The Scout cabin is controlled by three trustees: 
J. A. Bradley, B. E. Sommers and Carl M. Glawe. 
Mr. Glawe was appointed as a trustee after the 
death of the other original trustee, C. H. Atwood, 
on October 19, 1954. 


Geneseo is justly proud of the high awards which 
have been earned by the boys and men of the 
community in their Scouting work. Boys who have 
earned the Eagle Scout rank, the highest in scouting, 
are: Frank Morrow, Arthur Kowitz, Clayton Parks, 
Malcolm McKenzie, Lyle Goss, Arthur Rider, Robert 
Miller, James Goodwin, Howard Goodwin, William 
Hanford, Robert Whited, Jack Carter, Robert Lash, 
Robert Stranberg, John Hartman, Howard Moburg, 
Francis McAvoy, Eugene Bouwens and Kenneth 
Blackford. 


Two boys have been awarded the highest church 
award in Scouting, the Pro Deo et Patria Award. 
These boys, now young men, are Thomas H. Bartlett 
and Ronald Dupree. 


Three men have been presented with the Silver 
Beaver Award, the highest award for Scouters in 
the Council. They are: Rev. Jeffrey D. Hoy in 1940, 
Dr. A. W. Wellstein in 1958, and Horace M. Adams 
in 1961. : 


Girls Scouts 


The Geneseo Girl Scouts of today have great pride 
in their active, growing organization, which is now 
36 years old. They plan to join with Girl Scouts 
around the world to celebrate the 50th birthday of 
Girl Scouting on March 12, 1962. 


The first Girl Scout troop in Geneseo was organized 
in the fall of 1925 under the leadership of Miss 
Janette Meredith. Members of the troop were 
Marion Fragd Heckel. Barbara Fragd Lee, Margaret 
Lee West, Virginia Fehlman Ray, Alice Andrews 
Baur and Elizabeth Fehlman Black. 


Since 1930 summer camping has been held at the 
William W. Cole Cabin. Margaret Haynes was the 
first camp director. Doris Morrow was camp director 
for ten years. Genevieve Greenwood and Mrs. 
Malcolm McKenzie were swimming instructors. The 
first day camp was held in the summer of 1947. Miss 
Minnie Priebe, a retired school teacher, surely will, 
be remembered in her untiring work as troop 
committee chairman for ten years. : 


The annual Girl Scout cookie sale was introduced in 
1935. The Annual Community Service project was 
the paper drive with the entire city participating. 
The first Brownie troop was organized in 1941 by 
Mrs. Herbert Bergen and Mrs. Mabel Mahorney. 
Their public Fly-Up took place in 1943. 

In 1949 when Mrs. Charles Baum was president, 
Geneseo had nine troops with 100 Girl Scouts. 

In 1953 the Geneseo Area finally joined with 
Shabonee Girl Scout Council. Miss Catherine Hawk- 


ins of Moline was the executive director of the 
council. Mrs. Maurice Gernant, Mrs. Russell Nye 
and Mrs. Roy Ruxton were on the council committee. 
Geneseo Girl Scouts now attend Camp Shabonee 
near Port Byron. Day camp for Brownies and Inter- 
mediate Scouts are conducted at Cole Cabin each 
summer. 

In 1957 Mrs. Ed Meier, Geneseo District chairman, 
attended the National Girl Scout Convention in 
Philadelphia, as a delegate from this area. 


Girl Scouts as well as Boy Scouts are included in 
the Geneseo Community Chest budget. As of 1961, 
Geneseo has 190 girls registered in 13 troops. 
Approximately 90 adults are also registered. In 
March 1961, 40 girls are being organized into 3 new 
troops. 


P.E.O. Sisterhood 


Chapter DN of P.E.O. Sisterhood was organized in 
Geneseo April 16, 1931. 


The major purpose of this organization is education. 
Cottey College, a junior college for girls, located at 
Nevada, Missouri, is one of its projects. 

National P.E.O. has a substantial loan fund from 
which seven Geneseo girls have been helped in 
receiving their nurse’s training or a college degree. 
During the thirty years of the local Geneseo chapter 
of P.E.O. there have been sixty-five members, 
thirteen of whom are deceased. 


There are six charter members living: Mrs. Gilbert 
Brown, Miss Nellie Hanna, Mrs. Elon Magee, Miss 
Mildred Richmond, Mrs. James H. White and Mrs. 
John D. Wood. 


The presidents of this organization have been 
Mesdames A. B. Huston, J. H. Murphy, Miss Mildred 
Richmond. Mesdames James H. White, John T. 
Greenwood, Ernest Watts, Thomas Higginbotham, 
Leslie Becker, Wendall Potter, Frank Weston, Gil- 
bert Brown, Malcolm McKenzie, Hjalmar Hagelin, 
Howard Ford. The present president is Mrs, Allan 
Bradley. 


George Eliot once said, “What do we live for, if 
it is not to make life less difficult for each other?” 
This is a goal of P.E.O. Sisterhood. 


Geneseo Art League 


In October 1957, a group of Geneseo artists, includ- 
ing Roxie Aud, Edna Bartholomew, Olga Chamber- 
lain, Elberta Collier, Larry Dorothy, Jane Fehlman, 
Donna Hanford, Kathleen Koop, Helga Neuleib, Jean 
Sieben, Ruth Sortor. Mary Ida Stone, Chris Zajic 
and Jeni Zimmermann, established the Geneseo Art 
League. 

Their aim was to seek a better understanding and 
appreciation of art in all its forms through study, 
lectures and programs, and to provide a workshop 
and gallery. 

In the five years since its inception, the League has 
grown to a membership of twenty active members 
and fifteen patrons. Professors from the University 
of Illinois, Augustana College and Monmouth 
College have given lectures and two week summer 
workshops. 

The enthusiasm and vigor with which the League 
members pursue their interest in painting has 
brought them recognition in Art Centers throughout 
the midwest. 
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American Legion 


A veterans’ society, known as the Amvets, composed 
of veterans of World War II, chartered a local post 
in 1945. Its commanders, each elected for a one- 
term, were Richard Farber, Ogden H. Chamberlain, 
Mark Rivenburg, Edward J. Stone, and Lyle 
Krueger. Finding that the American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, each of whom had a 
strong local post, could, perhaps, better fill the 
needs of World War II veterans than organization 
composed only of their own comrades, the members 
of the Amvets post discontinued their activities in 
1950. Most of them joined one or both of the other 
veterans’ posts, and are very active and important 
members of them. 


As to the Legion, the years between 1940 and 1945 
were busy years indeed. Wherever war work was 
to be done, there could be found Legionnaires, join- 
ing with their fellow townsmen, doing it. Some of 
them re-entered the military service. Others served 
on draft board, rationing boards, and other govern- 
mental agencies. Others took part in community 
drives for the Red Cross, encouragement of recruit- 
ing, collection of paper, sale of war bonds, etc. In 
1944 the post took over the 4th War Loan drive, and 
completed it very successfully. It also took an active 
part in the erection of the marble service memorial 
in the park and the collection of the records that 
went into it. It also participated in the preparation 
and publication of the book containing the pictures 
and service records of all the Geneseo area members 
of the Armed Forces. 


After the war the post again resumed its normal 
life as a veterans’ organization, carrying on its 
activities in behalf of veterans generally and its 
own members in particular. It contributes regularly 
to such good causes as the Community Chest, Red 
Cross, March of Dimes, Heart Fund, Gifts to Yanks, 
Baby Beef Show, and others. 


It would, indeed, be a sad oversight to omit mention 
of the part played in all these activities by the 
Auxiliary. That body of loyal women has been the 
strong right arm of the post, aiding and supporting 
the Legion in all its endeavors, both those for the 
benefit of the members of the two organizations and 
those for the public good. The post and its auxiliary 
are one and inseparable. 


In 1943 the post became incorporated under the 
Illinois law providing for the organization of non- 
profit corporations. During World War II, the post 
entered into an arrangement with Oakwood Cem- 
etery Association by which not only its own mem- 
bers, but all veterans, could buy burial lots in a 
choice part of the cemetery, called “Flanders Field’, 
on very reasonable terms for the burial of them- 
selves and the members of their families. 


An increasing number of veterans and their families 
are buried there, some being soldiers and sailors 
brought from their resting places overseas. 


The post has always participated in the services 
conducted in honor of these comrades, as well as in 
the funerals of its own members and of other 
veterans whose families requested its help. 


The commanders who have served the Legion since 
1936 have been: Albert V. Sieben, William Arm- 
strong, Ira Wert, Herbert Ward, Raymond Raser, 
Leo P. Hill, Chester C. Taylor, Fred Quillin, Arthur 
‘Himmelman, Burdette McHenry, Herbert Ward JTS 
Bruno Ristau, Roy Neuleib, Walter Bolte, IM: 
Trowbridge, Francis H. Sand, Robert Stees, Wayne 
Colter, Lauren Wieneke, Harold E. Leamen, Glen 
Carlson, Harold Olson, Allen Colter and Dale 
Whitaker. : 

The presidents of the Auxiliary since 1936 have 
been: Ella Sherrard, Ruby Rieger, Mildred Arm- 


strong, Esther Raser, Edna Torreyson, Cecelia 

Snedeker, Dorothy Himmelman, Ruth Quillin, Ruby 

Reese, June Schweninger, Elsie Johnson, Carrie 

Bollen, Pearl Remour, Winifred Sieben, Margaret 

Sees Vera Sand, June Schweninger and Sylvia 
istau. 


Hospital Auxiliary 


In 1939, a group of 124 women organized what is 
known as the Sewing Auxiliary. For over 20 years 
these women have spent two afternoons a month 
at the hospital mending old and sewing new gar- 
ments and linens. Seven of the charter members 
continue to belong to the group. They are Mrs. 
Sheldon Bradley, Mrs. Grace Brown, Mrs. Charles 
Farber, Mrs. Sue McLaughlin, Mrs. Ella Sherrard, 
Mrs. Winifred Sieben and Mrs. Olga Peterson. 


The Service group was organized to relieve the 
nurses of many non-professional duties, thus giving 
them more time for actual patient care. In February 
of 1960 the by-laws were accepted, and the group 
became a registered member of the American 
Hospital Association of Auxiliaries. This group 
wears the “cherry, cherry red” uniforms of the 
above organization. The membership of the group 
numbers fifty. This group has given more than 
1,400 volunteer hours during the past year. Mrs. 
James Parsons is president. 


Members awarded the American Hospital Associa- 
tion emblem for giving over 50 hours of their time 
in the past year are Mesdames Dale Sieben, Ed 
Phillips, Henry Carson and Charles Hanford, Sr. 


Moose 


Primarily through the efforts of B. E. Sommers, 
Moose Lodge No. 990 was organized in Geneseo, in 
September 1931, with a class of about 100. Mem- 


_ bership has increased to 315. 


Members support Mooseheart, the famed Child City, 
Moosehaven in Florida, for aged members, and the 
Summer Camp for the children of Mooseheart. 
Geneseo Moose members bought their present 
building at North State Street in 1946. They have 
aided in civic projects such as Little League, bicycle 
safety campaign, ice skating rink, donated Thanks- 
giving baskets for the needy, equipped a hospital 
room, sponsored a boy for Boys State each year. 
One of their most successful and colorful annual 
events is the Easter Egg Hunt for children. 

The past governors are: Claude Hanson, Bert Mead, 
B. E. Sommers, Wesley Clark, Hollis Guild, George 
Reilly, Clarence Swanson, Lyle Fulk, M. E. Taylor, 
Ray Chrisop, Roy Neuleib, James Rowan, Silas 
Noble, Oscar Christensen, Vernon Beauseigneur and 
Clarence Sette, who in 1959 was awarded the 
Pilgrims degree, the highest honor in the Moose 
organization, and the only one in the Geneseo Lodge. 
The present Governor is Robert Ellis, Jr. 

The Ladies Auxiliary Women of the Moose No. 577 
was organized in 1943 with 25 members. Today 
there are 90 members. Besides their Moose projects 
which they actively support, they have sponsored 
a Girl Scout troop, and have helped on all local 
fund drives. * 

The graduate Senior Regents are: Mrs. William 
Haack, Mrs. Ben Andrews, Mrs. Lyle Fulk, Mrs. 
John Durack, Mrs. Al Clingingsmith, Mrs. Henry 
Lorenz, Mrs. Ira Remour, Mrs. Roy Neuleib, Mrs. 
M. E. Taylor, Mrs. Silas Noble, Mrs. Vernon 


‘Beauseigneur, Mrs. Ivar Setterberg,. Mrs. Vernon 


Schuetzler, Mrs. Morton Skinner and Mrs. Louis 
Schallow, Jr. 
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Bill and Meryle, your florists, are 
always ready to assist you in making your 
flower and plant selections. 
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Mothers for Peace 


The Geneseo Unit of the Christian Mothers for 
Peace was organized in August, 1947, following a 
preaching mission by the Rev. Victoria Booth 
Demarest. Founders of the local group, which was 
at first incorporated as a unit of the World Associa- 
tion of Mothers for Peace, were Mrs. Herbert Ward, 
Sr.,_ Mrs. A. J. Tiffany, and other interested 
Christian women. 


The varied activities of the Geneseo unit include: an 
annual interdenominational missionary rally, public 
United Nations Day program, clothing collections 
through Church World Service, and cash contribu- 
tions to such agencies as CROP, CARE, Meals for 
Millions, and other projects which help provide for 
the needs of the less fortunate overseas, 


Studies have been undertaken in an attempt to 
become intelligently informed on national inter- 
national problems. 


In May, 1952, the Geneseo unit entertained a 
national convention of the Christian Mothers for 
Peace. Meetings were held at the Grace Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, where addresses were 
given by the founder, Mrs. Demarest, and by 
delegates from New York and Colorado. 


In October 1957, organization of a Moline unit was 
accomplished. The two groups occasionally hold 
joint meetings. 

Presidents have been Mrs. A. J. Tiffany, Mrs. 
Edward Stone, Miss Mary Kuempel, Mrs. James W. 
Martins, Mrs. Emil Klingler, Sr., and Mrs. Alta 
Delp. 


Columbian Club 


The Geneseo Columbian Club was founded in 
September of 1892 with 31 women as charter mem- 
bers. Today it has grown to a membership of over 
200. 

The name, Columbian Club, owes its origin to the 
fact that the Club’s first year of study was devoted 
to are in preparation for the Columbian Exposition 
to be held in Chicago the following year. The con- 
stitution was adopted on September 13, 1894. 


In 1900 the Club became a member of the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs; fourteen years later 
a member of the Fifteenth District Organization; 
in 1920 a member of the County organization, and 
in 1923 a member of the General Federation. 


Mrs. Annette Young served as both County and 
District Chairman. Through her efforts a great 
interest was aroused throughout the State in mark- 
ing Sauk and Fox Indian Trails beginning in 1936. 
On November 19, 1936, the Columbian Club was 
instrumental in organizing the Geneseo Junior 
Woman’s Club. On January 16, 1939, a committee 
under Mrs. Louise Morrow organized an auxiliary 
for the Hospital. It began with 124 charter members 
drawn from other groups throughout the City. The 
Club withdrew after helping effect the organization 
and retained its affiliation only through individual 
members. 

With the outbreak of World War II, the members 
of the Columbian Club turned a major portion of 
their activity to assisting in the war effort. In a 
room above the fire station, members made surgical 
dressings and kits for soldiers. Monetary assistance 
was given to patriotic groups, and bonds and stamps 
were sold. Special projects were gifts and enter- 
tainment for the Schick Army Hospital at Clinton, 
Iowa, and Mayo Army Hospital at Galesburg. 


Despite the concentration on the war effort, the 
Columbian Club took time out to celebrate its 
Golden Anniversary on October 15, 1942. A Jubilee 
Luncheon was served and the Club Chorus in cos- 
tume, entertained with songs of the “Gay Nineties.” 
In 1943 four departments were organized: American 
Home, Literature and Drama, Garden, and Inter- 
national Relations. After 50 years of weekly meet- 
ings beginning at 9 a.m., the time was changed to 
2:15 p.m. to meet on the third Thursday of each 
month. 

In 1955, a $300.00 teaching scholarship was institut- 
ed. This was awarded in 1957 and 1960 and will be 
given in 1961. Three scholarships each year for 
approximately ten years, have been awarded to high 
school students to attend the State Art Camp, Music 
Camp and Conservation Camp. 


In 1958 the Columbian Club began special service 
work. They “adopted” the Womens’ Infirmary of 
the East Moline Hospital. Each month a party is 
held for these 150 elderly ladies, with special parties 
on holidays. Mrs. Wendla Bills and Mrs. Dorothy 
Ropp should be given much credit for the continued 
success of this work. 

The Club cooperates yearly with the community on 
special drives. For the past several years they have 
sponsored a Girl Scout troop, giving leadership and 
financial assistance as needed. The club gives prizes 
to children in the seventh and eighth grades, in 
poster contests held to stimulate interest in artistic 
effort. During this current year the Community 
Improvement Program is sponsoring the replanting 
of trees in the city. 

The social side of the Club has not been neglected. 
Four special events are held during the year, a 
membership tea during the summer, a Christmas 
Vesper service, mid-winter party, and a May 
luncheon. There are also monthly programs of great 
interest. The departments have programs relative 
to their special interests. 

Honorary members are Mrs. Charles Lieberknecht, 
Mrs. John D. Wood, Mrs. William Campbell, Mrs. 
Emory C. Graves, Mrs. Dante M. Stamm, and Mrs. 
James White. 

Presidents since 1936 have been Mrs. Nellie Casey, 
Mrs. Kathryn Myers, Mrs. Amy Kay, Mrs. Margaret 
Wanner, Mrs. Grace Dobbs, Mrs. Olive Greenwood, 
Mrs. Elsie Larson, Mrs. Emma Lou Howard, Mrs. 
Barbara Lee, Mrs. Eve Greene, Mrs. Esther Riven- 
burg, Mrs. Myrtle Bessant, Mrs. Susan Hanford, 
Mrs. Evelyn Heller, Mrs. Viola Carlson, Mrs. Wendla 
Bills and Mrs. Betty Whitted. 


Beta Sigma Phi 


Beta Sigma Phi is an international organization 
which was created for young women in search of 
cultural and social activity. Founded by Walter W. 
Ross, the first chapter was formed in Abilene, 
Kansas, on April 30, 1931. 

Lambda Iota Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi was 
formed in Geneseo with installation of officers tak- 
ing place in-a ceremony September 20, 1956, at the 
First Methodist Church with Mrs. Charles Heckel 
the first president and the installing officer, Mrs. 
Raus Brown of Aledo. 

Beta Sigma Phi is the largest non-academic, non- 
sectarian sorority in the world. The basic principle 
is culture, and the organization also furthers civic 
projects both locally and internationally. The Gene- 
seo chapter has as their civic project the retarded 
children of Henry County. 


The Geneseo Chapter has 18 members. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
Geneseo 
on your 


125th Anniversary 


————— (Geneseo 
sie ieee, ORDER BUYERS 


230 S. Chicago Street 


te 
* 


Geneseo’s Finest 


Seg tee Motel aga 


Be Sure To Call Us... 
AIR CONDITIONED Before Selling Your Hogs! 
FREE TELEVISION 


HOT WATER HEAT 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Carlin Welcome You — STAN SWANSON — 


— VERN ARMSTRONG — 


CONGRATULATIONS Congratulations Geneseo 
Geneseo On Your 125th Birthday 


from 
on your 


125th Anniversary CARLS | 
Conoco Service 
Pa | a ce Cate “The Hottest Brand Going” 


Serving Peraceo Since ake Corner of Main & Sr Geneseo 
123 S. State Geneseo @ Greasing @ Washing 
@ Lubrication @ Polishing 
Age r) Carburation & Electrical 
e@ CHOPS @ Brake Service 
@ SEA FOOD @ Motor Tune-Ups 


“Serving The Best For Less” . ae PHONE 3060 


Eastern Star 


Geneseo Chapter No. 275, Order of the Eastern Star 
was organized in the year 1894. On July 3lst, 
thirty-three petitioners were obligated, the work 
being exemplified by members of the Chapters at 
Galva and Cambridge. On October 9, 1894, the first 
officers were installed, with Mrs. Viella Harker as 
Worthy Matron and E. H. Ash as Worthy Patron. 


The philanthropic work of the organization includes 
contributions toward the support and endowment 
of two homes for the aged and infirm at Rockford 
and Macon, medical research, religious leadership, 
youth scholarships and other fraternal projects. 


The 50th anniversary was observed in 1944, with 
Mrs. J. S. Myers as Worthy Matron and Orville 
Bartz as Worthy Patron. Membership at that time 
was 252. 


Worthy Matrons of the Chapter since the publish- 
ment of the Centennial booklet in 1936 include: Mrs. 
Harry Snodgrass, Mrs. Myrtle Withrow, Mrs. Glenn 
Samuelson, Mrs. Merton Ferguson, Mrs. Doane Mar- 
tin, Mrs. Orena Goembel, Mrs. Philip Parpart, Mrs. 
J. S. Myers, Mrs. Tom Hannon, Mrs. Lester Mac 
Leod, Mrs. Glenn Holland, Mrs. John Morrow, Mrs. 
Earl Fassett, Mrs. Albert Wanner, Mrs. Earl Offerle, 
Mrs. Morris Peterson, Mrs. Henry Wiese, Mrs. 
Orville Bartz, Mrs. Karl Kannemann, Mrs. Delbert 
Blood, Mrs. Elmer Larson, Mrs. Helen Gallagher, 
Mrs. Robert Powell, Mrs. Gaylord Whitmyer, and 
Mrs. Herbert Hamilton during the current year. 


Worthy Patrons include Dr. J. S. Myers, Phineas 
Morrow, Doane Martin, Orville Bartz, John Morrow, 
Henry Wiese, Mer] Burgin, Earl Fassett, Kar] Kan- 
nemann, Glenn Holland, Morris Peterson, Delbert 
Blood, Walter Norweck, Arthur Atwell, Elmer Lar- 
son, Jack Fine, Robert Powell, Gaylord Whitmyer 
and Herbert Hamilton: 

The present membership is 343, with seven 50-year 
members, which include Mrs. Wilbur Miller, Mrs. 
John DePauw, Dr. E. W. King, Sr., Mrs. M. M. 
Everett and Mrs. Robert Santee, of Geneseo, Miss 
Anna Laura Gilbert of Anaheim, California and Mrs. 
Glenn Meeker of Yakima, Washington. 


Rotary Cub 


Rotarians are a group of business and professional 
men, who gather together at weekly meetings seek- 
ing to serve their community and country through 
their motto of ‘Service above Self.” 


Rotary began in Geneseo in 1948 with the formation 
of a club through the efforts of the Rotary Club of 
Moline. The club has grown from 15 members to 
40 members. Weekly luncheon meetings are held at 
the Geneseo Hotel. 


Dedicated to the ideal of “He Profits Most Who 
Serves Best’ the local Rotary club has taken a very 
active part in the betterment of the community. One 
of their more notable contributions was the promo- 
tion of the swimming pool. 


The Rotary Club sponsors Cub Scout Pack No. 139 
of the Sac-Fox Council, and has furnished several 
Cubmasters of the pack from among its membership 
namely: Horace Adams, James Kewley, Dr. Donald 
Collier, John Greenwood and William Bean. William 
C. Myers and David Becker have served as assistant 
Cubmasters. The club has sponsored a pancake 
supper each fall for the past several years as a 
money making drive to underwrite the expense of 
sponsoring the Cub Scout Pack. 


Another annual event that has become a tradition 


in the community is the old fashioned home-made 
lice cream and cake social and band concert held 
every July in the city park. This event has grown 
to tremendous size over the years with the members 
and their wives making nearly 100 gallons of ice 
cream and serving over 1,000 people at these 
gatherings. 

The club has served the local schools by co- 
sponsoring the annual basketball awards banquet 
for several years in conjunction with the Kiwanis 
club and has presented an annual trophy to the best 
team player. An annual scholarship award has been 
made available to needy high school graduates plan- 
ning to further their education in college. 


During the years since it was organized, the club 
has selected the following men to serve as presi- 
dents: James M. Feldman, Rev. Pryor T. Smith, Dr. 
C. L. Watters, Dr. Donald H. Collier, Hollis H. 
Guild, Ray Achterhof, Dr. Richard A. Fehlman, 
Herbert Taube, William H. Bean, Clement G. 
McNamara, Horace M. Adams, Robert Busenbark, 
Orval C. Paxson. 


Geneseo Athletic Club 


The Geneseo Athletic Club was formed August 28, 
1956, to encourage and assist in the development 
of interest in athletics in Geneseo. Meetings are held 
once a month. Total membership is around 250. 
When called on for special help for benefit basket- 
ball or baseball games, the response by members is 
excellent. 


The Athletic Club promoted the organization of the 


- Little League football in Geneseo, and coaches were 


picked from members of the club. This has been one 
of its most successful programs. 


They hold banquets each year to honor coaches and 
teams of football, cross country, basketball and 
wrestling. They also make donations to Little League 
Baseball. 

The Athletic Club also has made arrangements for 
the use of the Junior High School gym every Wed- 
nesday night by its members. 

Presidents of the club to date have been: James 
Gernant, Joe Wright, James Wachtel, Elmer 
Schweninger and Jerry Keag. 


Geneseo Chamber 


of Commerce 


The Geneseo Chamber of Commerce was reorganiz- 
ed in 1947 with Gene McGreevy serving as secretary. 
Begun in 1922, largely through efforts of the 
Kiwanis Club, the Chamber was active until the 
latter part of the 1930’s. 

Presidents since 1947 have been Russell Scott, C. F. 
Moburg, James Terry, Lawrence Yelmgren, Dale 
Swanson, Arthur Sieben, Stewart Ward, Cyril Hult- 
ing, Lyle Leonhart, Allen Kimler, Theodore Becker, 
Hollis Guild, Richard Farber and John Dahlen. 
The Chamber’s activities have included sponsorship 
of the Henry County Baby Beef Show, Farm and 
Home Show, retail sales events and promoting the 
community in all of its aspects. 

Secretaries to the Chamber since 1947 have been 
Gene McGreevy, William Greene, Robert Lindley, 
Wilbur Johnson and present secretary Francis 
Harris. 
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Emergency Unit 


In early 1956 a group of people interested in the 
welfare of the City of Geneseo and the surrounding 
territory met at the American Legion Hall in Gen- 
eseo, for the purpose of organizing manpower and 
a limited amount of equipment on a short notice of 
time. There were several things that prompted this 
action, such as recent plane crashes, persons being 
lost and drownings, which encouraged the men at 
this meeting to organize a group known as the 
Geneseo Emergency Unit. 


The organization committee consisted of the follow- 
ing men: Chairman Lauren Wieneke, Co-chairman, 
Harold Leamen, Secretary Arlyn Chrisop. Com- 
mitteemen: Mark Rivenburg, Marvin Neulieb, 
Charles Blankenfeld, Allen Colter and William 
Hodgson. Judge Conway Spanton, was appointed 
Legal Adviser. 


This group was organized to be used for fire, 
disaster, windstorm, flood, search parties, drown- 
ings, transportation disasters and any other disaster 
or emergency that might arise in the limits of 
Henry County. The organization is responsible first 
to the Sheriff’s office, 2nd the Local Police De- 
partment, 3rd to the local fire department and 4th 
to the county coroner. 


At the present time there are approximately 40 
men who are listed in the membership, with Paul 
Johnson serving as president, Allen Colter, vice 
president and William Bessant, Secretary-Treasurer. 
Emergency equipment has been assembled, and the 
group have served many times during emergencies. 
They stand ready at all times whenever called. 


Community Council 


The Community Council was organized in 1942 and 
sponsors the following projects and events for the 
youth of Geneseo: All-Senior Banquet, Summer 
Playground, Ice-Skating Rink, Summer Park Pro- 
grams (band concerts), social dancing for students, 
After-Prom Party, and the Holiday Dance. The 
Council at one time sponsored the Explorer Scouts, 
Hubba Hut and Kindergarten but have discontinued 
these projects. 

Past presidents are: Rev. R. K. Wobbe, Rex Millikin, 
Horace Lee, Rev. A. Niederhelman, Ernest Oltman, 
Virgil Peel, Robert White, Rev. Sheldon Pattison, 
Mrs. Howard Ford, Walter Nehls, Tom Bartlett, Mrs. 
A. ‘W. Blackford, Mrs. Wilbur Peterson, Emil 
Klingler, Jr., Mrs. Milton Rash and James Wachtel. 


Business and 


Professional Women 


Instrumental in bringing about an organization of 
the Geneseo Business and Professional Women’s 
Club were Mrs. Klella B. Carter and Mrs. Betty 
Erdmann. The club was chartered on November 18, 
1948, with thirty-seven members. The group meets 
the second Monday evening of each month for a 
dinner and a program. 

The Business and Professional Women’s Club con- 
sists of women who are actively employed in a 
business or a profession. The objectives of the Club 
are to elevate the standards of women in business, 
to bring about a spirit of cooperation among the 
working women, to promote their interests and to 


extend opportunities through education along lines 
of industrial, scientific and vocational activities. 


In 1952 the Club donated $500.00 to the fund initiat- 
ed for raising money for the proposed addition to 
Hammond Henry Hospital. In 1953, $288.00 was 
donated for landscaping at the newly constructed 
J. D. Darnall Junior High School. 


The Club has also assisted in supporting the Gen- 
eseo Swimming Pool, the Ice-Skating Rink and the 
After-Prom Party. Annually, they present an award 
to an outstanding senior girl at the Geneseo Senior 
High School. They have recently established a Stu- 
dent Loan Fund. 


One of the most successful programs that this club 
has originated is the sponsorship of a series of “Teen 
Hops” for the youth of Geneseo and surrounding 
areas. Members have participated in various com- 
munity civic drives. 

During 1952, the group sponsored a series of First 
Aid and Home Nursing Classes for the public. 

The Club has been served by the following past 
presidents: Miss Irene B. A. Krueger, Mrs. Betty 
Erdmann, Mrs. Margaret Weisser, Mrs. Mae Erdman 
Michels, Mrs. Evelyn Mannon Mayes, Mrs. Alice 
Burgeson and Miss Jean E, Gilborne. 


Miss Irene B. A. Krueger and Mrs. Betty Erdmann 
served as Chairman and secretary, respectively, of 
District 4 of the Illinois Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs during 1951-1953. 


Newcomers Club 


The Geneseo Newcomers Club was organized Sept- 
ember 29, 1952. The purpose of the organization is 
to help new Geneseo residents become acquainted 
with other new residents and with the community. 
It is a non-profit, purely social organization. The 
group meets once a month for a potluck supper 
followed by a business meeting and entertainment. 
In the past this has included parlor games, speak- 
ers, colored slides, and card games. Annual] events 
include a scavenger hunt, Valentine dance, and 
guest night when former Newcomers are invited 
pack to visit. 

As the club does not usually meet during the busy 
summer months, the club year ends with a family 
picnic. 


N eighborhood Club 


By October of. 1961 this pioneer club will have been 
meeting continuously for 58 years. The Neighbor- 
hood Club was formed in 1903. The constitution 
states “that the purpose of the club shall be for 
pleasant socialability, for intellectual improvement 
and advancement of domestic science.” 

They sponsored and cooperated with the Geneseo 
Chautauqua summer programs and the winter ses- 
sions of the State Farmers Institute. The Club has 
invited many women‘and even men to share their 
travels and hobbies. 

The members celebrated their 30th Anniversary at 
the home of Mrs. Hilda Yager and their 50th An- 
niversary with Mrs. Louise Magee as hostess. 

Mrs. Bert Selner is the only charter member living. 
The present officers for the year 1961 are: Mrs. 


Mauritz Hulting, president; Mrs. Dewey Greene, 


vice-president; and Mrs. Clifton Reschke, secretary- 
treasurer. 


MOLINE DAILY DISPATCH 


“The Family Newspaper’’ 


of Western Illinois 


FIRST IN ADVERTISING 
Tops in National Advertising 


in Western Illinois 


FIRST IN NEWS 
World Wide plus Complete 
Local Coverage 


FIRST IN CIRCULATION 
More Than 100,000 Daily Readers 


83rd Year of Publication 


Congratulations 
Geneseo 


on your 


125th Anniversary 
PETES SERVICE 


Phone 3644 
Route 82 North Edge of Geneseo 


*GASakORwLESS“ 
Geneseo’s ONLY Independent 
Station Offering Complete 
Automobile Service 
LUBRICATION—WASHING 
—GREASING— 
TIRES—BATTERIES 


CONGRATULATIONS 
Geneseo 
on your 


125th Anniversary 


P. R. DEA 


Phone 2153 


Everything... 


ae In Plumbing 
And Heating 


Homemakers Club 


The East Domestic Science Club was organized 
August 30, 1906. For the first few years text books 
were used on subjects such as chemistry of the 
household, food and dietetics and home nursing, and 
later took up Womans Sufferage. 


In 1932 the organization changed its name to the 
Homemakers Club. During the World War II 
years the club made twelve comforters for the Red 
Cross. They also made many lap robes for convales- 
cent soldiers in wheel chairs. Many donations have 
been made to community projects and funds. 


The purpose of the club is study and mutual im- 
provement. There are thirty members, three of 
whom are daughters of charter members: Edna 
Lewis Keag, Marian Ward Keag and Lillian Stahl 
Bishop. Mrs. Robert Stahl représents the third 
generation. 


Daughters of 


American Revolution 


The Geneseo Chapter was organized February 6, 
1899 by Mrs. Ella Hume Taylor, (granddaughter of 
one of our first settlers), whose daughter, Mrs. 
Mrs. Louise Taylor White, is the surviving charter 
member of the nineteen founding Daughters. Today, 
seventy-seven women in Geneseo claim member- 
ship by proof of an ancestor’s service in the War 
for Independence. 


Through the years, Geneseo Chapter has supported 
with yearly gifts of money or other needed material 
the schools and projects of the National Society of 
ther D-iA.. R: 


Most of the marking of local historic spots occured 
prior to 1936. However, Brandenburg Inn, where the 
first post office in Henry County was located, was 
torn down, so the bronze marker was transferred 
to a boulder at the site. In April 1936, a marker on 
the Washington Elm, opposite the northeast corner 
of the park, was dedicated. The following year, a 
Founder’s Marker was placed on the grave of Mrs. 
Ella Hume Taylor. In the earlier years, markers 
had been placed at the site of the first log cabin 
built in Geneseo and at the site on route 82 of 
Richmond, the first county seat in Henry County. 
Bronze markers had been placed also on the graves 
of three “real” daughters of Revolutionary War 
soldiers. The most memorable grave marked, how- 
ever, was that of the only Revolutionary soldier 
known to be buried in Henry County, Lieutenant 
George Nixon, in Glennwood Cemetery, Colona 
Township. 


Locally, Geneseo Chapter continued its support of 
the Hammond-Henry Hospital. Since a room had 
been furnished at its beginning, interest remains 
high; five-hundred dollars was given in 1953-54 
for remodeling. Funds were also contributed for the 
swimming pool. Three activities have been carried 
on in the city’s schools: (1) Junior American Citi- 
zens Clubs have been initiated at the fifth and sixth 
grade levels. In 1959, a local student, Vicki De 
Schepper, won first in the state and honorable 
mention nationally in an essay contest. (2) For the 
last five years, American history essay contests have 
been held in the Junior High School with medals 
and cash prizes awarded the winners. (3) For at 
least twenty-five years, Good Citizen Girls have 
been sponsored in the local high school. These Good 
Citizens are chosen by their classmates and faculties 


on the basis of outstanding leadership, depend- 
ability and service. 


A most recent activity of the local chapter has been 
participation in the ceremonies at the Rock Island 
Naturalization Court held twice each year as new 
aaa. are welcomed into the privileges of citizen- 
ship. 

Regents who have directed the activities in the last 
25 years are: Mrs. Gertrude Jump Weston, Miss 
Marion Hand, Mrs. Hazelle Reig Deane, Mrs. Louise 
Taylor White, Mrs. Sue Ringle McLaughlin, Mrs. 
Grace Mitchell Hoit, Mrs. Geneva Portor Millikin, 
Mrs. Susan Hosford Hanford, Mrs. Doris Stemberger 
Martin, Mrs. Agnes Slaymaker Ford, and Mrs. Hazel 
Morley Feldman. Both Mrs. White and Mrs. Millikin 
have served the state organization as director of 
First Division, which is composed of twenty chap- 
ters. Mrs. Millikin is president of First Division’s 
Regents Round Table. 


Spring Creek Grange 


On March 15, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. William Sherrard, 
and Merwin Quayle, Grange members of County 
Center Grange, invited farm families in the sur- 
rounding neighborhood to an organizational meet- 
ing of the Spring Creek Grange. 


On July 25, 1946 a Juvenile Grange was organized. 
Throughout the years the Juveniles have been very 
active, with Subordinate Grange members acting as 
Matrons. They have won many local and state 
awards for various projects entered. They have 
contributed to the various community drives and 
entertained at the Convalescent and Gradert’s 
nursing homes. The present Matron is Mrs. Lloyd 
Westlund, assisted by Bruce Danielson. 


By 1949 the membership had grown from 36 mem- 
bers to 260 members. Seven acres of land was pur- 
chased five miles northeast of Geneseo. A building 
was erected and dedicated on March 15, 1950. 


The Grange is noted for their community service. 
A helping hand has been given many times after 
fires or storms. They have donated to worthy drives 
and sponsored the Red Cross Bloodmobile several 
years. In 1951 a room was furnished by them at 
Hammond-Henry Hospital. Recently the Community 
Service and Home Economics Committees sponsored 
a Civil Defense School of Instruction for the public. 
Regular meetings are held twice a month. Family 
pot luck suppers are held once a month. Improve- 
ments have been made to the Grange Hall including 
the building of a stage and the addition of play- 
ground equipment for the grounds and landscaping. 
The present Master is Mr. Archie McKibbon. 


Home Bureau 


Henry County Home Bureau was organized in 1936. 
Each township has one or more units. They help in 
many ways to provide an educational program in 
home economics and related subjects. 


Home Bureau is not a social club. Their program is 
varied and includes teaching in arts and crafts, 
family living, foods and nutrition and clothing. 
The Home Economic 4-H club was organized over 
35 years ago. The outlook of the organization is 
making a gradual but steady switch from rural to 
urban. One reason for this is that farm boys and 
girls are going to school in the city. So many of 
their interests naturally correspond with those of 
their friends who live in town. 


st oS sal at a ia eal i ai 


# 
| 
i 


re ie | 
ot heed 


, {ies cobs 


2 Mee ue ie ST SS hs 
yey” ” 3 a 


GRADERT'S NURSING HOME 


“A Home Away From Home” 
Gladys and Russell Gradert, Mgrs. Geneseo, III. 


“aes 
ie = — | 


Left To Right WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE HAD 
A PART IN GENESEO’S PROGRESS 


OF THE LAST 20 YEARS. 


a 
F) 


CHUCK GOODLEY 
HARRY CHERRY 
LES VanDeVOORDE 


RICHARD FLEMING SIEBEN HYBRIDS 


ART SIEBEN ee aie 
LOUIS WARKINS eneseo, inois 


Mothers of World War II 


Mothers of World War II was founded in Gary, 
Indiana, in 1942. It was organized by Mrs. Walter 
Kewley in Geneseo with 46 charter members. The 
first President was Mrs. James Price. 


It was named the John Cady Lough Unit 9 after 
the first local boy to be lost in service. John Cady 
Lough was the son of Mrs. George Lough and the 
late Mr. Lough. 


This Unit has a membership of 83 mothers. Any 
mother is eligible to join who has or had sons or 
daughters in World War II or the Korean War. 


r 


The nearest Saturday to December 7 is Poinsettia 
Day. Poinsettias are sold by the Mothers and the 
money is spent on Veterans in Hospitals. 


Officers must wear cap and white dress at all 
meetings. White caps are worn by Presidents and 
Past Presidents. Blue caps are worn by Gold Star 
Mothers (Mothers who have lost sons or daughters 
in the service). Other caps are red. Each cap dis- 
plays the official emblem, and one blue star for 
each son or daughter in the service. 


Two days a month are set aside for the Units regular 
meeting and all day sewing. The Unit participates 
in Memorial Day and Fourth of July parades. They 
have helped local Veterans and families. They place 
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an emblemed flag on deceased Mothers graves on 
Memorial Day, sell Veteran Aid Seals, and donate 
to various drives. 


Mrs. Clarence Wolf is president in 1961. 


Eagles 


Geneseo Aerie No. 2761 Fraternal Order of Eagles 
was instituted on December 14, 1947, with 100 mem- 
bers. The purpose of the organization is teachings of 
brotherhood among men. 


The Eagle Memorial Foundation is a living memorial 
to the members who gave their lives in World War 
II and Korea. They support the children of these 
veterans and give them an education at colleges 
of their choice or at professional schools. Their 
support is also given to other worthy funds and 
civic projects. 

The Ladies Auxiliary to Geneseo Aerie No. 2761, 
Fraternal Order of Eagles was instituted April 29, 
1951 with 66 charter members. 


They join the Aerie in helping support Order of 
Eagle Houses in Italy, Manila, Mexico, Germany 
and the United States. They aid in every possible 
way all civic ventures. 
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Civil War Memorial in the Geneseo Park 
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INSURANCE rer TREAT ESTATE 


“Gus” ““Gene”’ “Leer 


Congratulations Congratulations 


GENESEO GENESEO 
On Your 125th Anniversary | On Your 125th Anniversary 


ELMER MILLER Clyde Johnson 


PHONE 2876 
557 E. Exchange Geneseo 
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Sat 


“Serving You For Over 35 Years Grading—Earth Moving—Basements 
In The Same Place CRUSHED ROCK—LIME 


e ————— @ 
TRUCKING and EXCAVATING 


119 E. First St. Geneseo th Fill Dirt—Trenching 
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Manpower and horsepower were what built the Hennepin canal, one of Geneseo’s famous 
landmarks. Here men and horses are starting the first strip of excavation. Work began 
in 1892 and was completed in 1907 when the canal was opened for boat traffic. 
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The Steamer, Marion, was the first boat through the Hennepin canal. It went through Gen- 
eseo October 24, 1907. Huge crowds gathered to watch the boat on its course. A holiday 
was declared and the event was celebrated like the Fourth of July. The Canal, never a 
success as a waterway, has nevertheless been of great value to Geneseo, and is to become 
a recreation area, supported by the State of [llinois, after take over from the Federal 
government. 


BACK ROW: Harvey Miller, Janet Fassett, Charlotte Helm, Louise Thackery, Gladys 
Porschke, Joyce Klemm and Jack Andrews, Sr. 
FRONT ROW: Jack Andrews, Jr., Dick Morrissey, Ronald Lewis and Donald Klavohn 
GENESEO’S MOST COMPLETE SELF SERVICE 
MARKET. THE HOME OF CHOICE MEATS, 
FANCY PRODUCE and QUALITY GROCERIES, 
ONEU SS: RI 6 


JACK ANDREWS—HARVEY MILLER 


Owners 
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Geneseo city park, looking west down Main street (Route 6) in the early 1860’s. The store building at 
the center of the photograph was the Wells & Bidwell store, moved later to State street where 
it was the Postoffice building. It was finally moved to First street where it was used as an implement 
building. City park trees were mere saplings. 
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End of one era, beginning of another is fused in this picture of grocery delivery rigs, while a garage 
sign advertises automotobiles. The old Windisch & Swanson grocery was located here, and the 
present P. R. Deane plumbing building. Driver of the left rig is Walter Allen and the driver of the 


one at the right is Chuck Ensey. 
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PHONE 2526 


REAL ESTATE 


i, and tallekindstof ene 


INSURANCE 


@ Farm @ Residential 
@ Commercial 


Congratulations Geneseo 
On Your IZSth Anniversary 


To Buy...To Sell Real Estate, SEE... 


George R. Wieneke 
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110'4 S. State REALTOR Geneseo ; 


George Wieneke 


SG entane . CONGRATULATIONS 
Geneseo’s Largest Furniture Store Geneseo 
: on yo 
Myers Furniture ' ia 
(More Than Triple Original Size) 125t Anniversary 
117 E. Exchange Geneseo LE 


yy Shaw Chairs & Upholstery 
yy Berne Upholstered Furniture 
x Springfield Mattresses 
3x Lee Carpets 


@ FINE LINE OF GIFTWARE ®@ 
Fostoria Glassware Geneseo, Illinois 


Complete Line of Drapery @ HARDWARE ® PAINTS 
and Floor Covering _@- JOYS @® HOUSEWARES 
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Edwards 


PHONE 2117 
114 N. Williams Geneseo 


WOINCRETES 2. 


Correctly Proportioned—Low Cost—Dependable 


PROMPT DELIVERIES ANY QUANTITY 


Winter Deliveries Heated _ 
for ; 
@ Sidewalks @ Foundations 
@ Basements ) Driveways 


@ Porches. 
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Just after burning of Harrington house, 1869, on site of present Geneseo Hotel. A livery stable is on the 
right, another livery sign on the left. In the upper center is the old McBroom property, now owned by 
Mrs. Phyllis Gates. This photo was taken from about in front of Dedrick’s present store site, looking 
south on State. 


CONGRATULATIONS ie 


Geneseo Anniversary Committee 


on your 
125th Anniversary TI ay b y. 
DAIRY QUEEN ALL BUSINESSES 


GENESEO 
STORE for Their 


726 S. Oakwood 


Advertisements 
Which Made 


te Sundaes This Book Possible 
yw Shakes 


“DAIRY QUEEN” 
yy Cones 


The Republic 


On Hts 103th Anniversary 


Congratulates Geneseo 


On Its 125th Anniversary 
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Republic Building—1890 Republic Building—1961 


During its 105 years, The Geneseo Republic has walked hand-in-hand with 
The City of Geneseo, believing in Geneseo’s future and its destiny as envi- 
sioned by the Pioneer founders of this community. 


“Also Publisher of the Geneseo Shopper” 


James H. Terry, publisher 


Photo-Offset Lithography & Letterpress Printing 
Phone 2119 = Geneseo 


In the past 125 years, Horsepower has replaced the 
horse, but people still like to ‘‘Buy the Best for Less” 


COME IN AND SEE US FOR NEW 


Chevrolet Cars Chevy Trucks 
Corvairs and and 


Corvettes Corvair 95" 


OLDSMOBILE “Rockets” 
and 
FeGo = ee Rockettes. 


USED CARS ATT COMPLETE SERVICE 

a Mechanical, Body and 
/ Paint, Frame and Wheel, 

USED TRUCKS Seryic Radiators, etc. 


and 


The biggest selection for MODERN EQUIPMENT 
any purse or purpose © FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS 


VISIT US AND SEE WHY SO MANY PEOPLE COME HERE 
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The Farmers National Bank 
“Since 1876” 


COMPLETE BANKING SERVICES 


including . . . 


© DRIVE-IN WINDOW 
© DAY and NIGHT DEPOSITORY 
® FREE CUSTOMER PARKING 


Member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 


TP2deeWVe lst: 5St: =) Geneseo 
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90 Years at the Same Location 


On April 27, 1871, J. B. Moderwell and Company moved their drugstore from Main 
St. to State St. A news item commented: “These gentlemen, we think, have hit the nail on 
the head in moving downtown, for the increase in their business will pay all damages and 
more, too. They have a real nice, neat, handsome store—there is no fuller or better stock 
anywhere.” 

In 1874, the firm changed to Moderwell and Brayton, and still later, the drugstore was 
operated under the name of Merwin and Co. Frank D. Merwin then went into partnership 
with F. A. Peterson, after which Mr. Peterson carried on the business alone. 

At the turn of the century, Mr. Elmer Wiedenhoeft entered the business as an apprentice; 
he became a partner in 1912 and sole owner in 1916. For 29 years it was the Wiedenhoeft 
Drug Store. Mr. Wiedenhoeft was honored in 1959 for having been a registered pharmacist 
for 50 years. Dale R. Swanson entered the business in February, 1939, when he became an 
apprentice to Mr. Wiedenhoeft. Mr. Swanson completed his degree in pharmacy at the 
University of Iowa in 1943 and became a partner in 1945. 

In January, 1953, Mr. Swanson purchased Mr. Wiedenhoeft’s partnership holdings, and is 
the present owner of the Dale R. Swanson Drug Store. Some of the men well known to 
the Geneseo community, who have assisted the various owners in the operation of the 
store, are Bert Nordling, Clyde Anderson, Harold Hillmer, Harold Van Auken and John 
Morrow. It was in 1932 that Mr. Wiedenhoeft agreed to the franchise, making it a Wal- 
green Agency store. This marks it as one of the oldest Walgreen Agency stores in the 
division. 

With such a rich heritage, the store strives to keep young with progressive Geneseo. Ma- 
jor remodelng has been done in 1950 and in 1958. It is hoped that the people of the Gen- 
eseo community will make the same comment which was made in 1871: “They have a 
real nice, neat, handsome store—there is no fuller or better stock anywhere.” 


Dale R. Swanson 
Walgreen Agency 


Drug Store 
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